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Continued from No. 15. 
treaty, as no question could now be raised here or elsewhere as 
to its validity on the part of the Senate. There were claim- 
ants who alleged that injustice had been done them by Mexi- 
co, and he was willing to lend his agency when it could be pro- 
perly lent, but he wasnot willing to take any step which 
might be brought up by the claimants, and insisted on, as an 
obligation of this Governmentto pay their claims. He wanted 
to see the whole ground before he would commit this Govern- 
ment Inany shape; and 1t appeared to him to be ihe wiser 
couree to permit this resolution to lie upon the table until the 
26th instant, by which time the commission will have been 
closed. 

Mr. CLAY wished thatthe Committee on Foreign Affairs 
would direct their attention to this subject. But as 
to the resolution; what was to be the result?) Whataction was 
to take place after the information called for shall have been 
communicated? If the commission had not been executed ac- 
cording to the treaty, the Executive might properly take the 
necessary steps to effect a new treaty with Mexico ; but liere, 
before the close of the treaty, the Senate were called upon to 
draw these papers andthe minutes of the board from the bu- 
reaus where they now were! And he would again ask, for 
what purpose? Nobody woaldthink of any proposition to sa- 
tisfy these claims out ofthe Treasury. What purpose was to 
be answered by this call} Why, they might get up a hostile 
spiritagainst Mexico, and, by an exposure of this transaction 
by the public press, their negotiauions with that power might 
be materially injured. With regard to the Creole case, certain 
information in relation to it was prematurely calied for by the 
Senate, without waiting for the action of the Executive, and, by 
its being made public, presses had thereby been, in eflect, invi- 
ted to-circulate their animadversions throughout the country. 
Was this the way that this Government could get along with 
foreign Governmeits} 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that while he concurred with the 
Senator in the general views he had expressed relative to our 
foreign relations, he considered the case of the Creole was not 
one coming within the rule he liadlaid down. in general he 
Executive should act firsi; but inthe Creole case partial infor- 
mation had got abroad, and it was higliy necessary the 
whole facts should come out in anauthentic form. There could 
be no doubt that the call was well timed, and that the response 
and expression of public opinion which followed it were calcu- 
lated to strengthen the Executive in its demand for redress. 

Mr. CLAY did not mean to refe: to the Creole case exclusive- 
ly; but he th it that the worthy Senator from South Caro- 
lina must perceive there had been no necessity for the call on 
the part of the Senate, before the intelligence concerning that 
vessel could have possibly reached Great Britain. And he ask- 
ed what good could result from it in the present sufficieutly ir- 
ritated relations of the two countries. 

Mr. CAL!tOUN said that they had had a partial statement 
ofthe factsin relationto the case of the Creole, and it became 
desirable to have a full statement, that it might be understood by 
the country at large; and he would go further, and say, that he 
believed that the call was consistent with the usages of the Bri- 
tish Parliament. , 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the British Parliament uniformly 
refused calis for papers connected with negotiations, while they 
were pending; but this Governmen! sometimes exposed its cor- 
respondence pending a negotiation. He recoliected that during 
the pendency of negoulations at Ghent, the most interesting part 
of the correspondence between the (wo countiies was published 
by the order of Congress, and itreached there at acritical time, 
and threatened to produce serious consequences He, however, 
went to the three British commissioners to converse with them, 
and he found them very angry, but eventually he succeeded in 
getting them into a good humor. 

Mr. RIVES thoughi that there might be too much strictness 
on one side, and too much Jatitude upon the other. Asto the 
ease of the Creole, he had the conselation of believing that no 
detriment to the public interest was likely to result from an ex 
posure of the facts which nad been called for by the Senator 
from South Carolina. He had no sort of doubt that important 
negotiations between independent Goveraments might be em- 
barrasaed by indiscreet cisclosures upon one side or the other; 
but while this Government had been tn the habit of indulging in 
Jatitude, foreign Goverumen's had indulged in teo much strict: 
ness; they were, Kowever caniorming more and more to Ame- 
ricau usages. A Case very recently occurred between the five 
European powers, on the Turco Ezyptian question, which was 
very near kindling a war on the part of France with the other 
powers. All the communications which passed between the 
French and English ministers, and their replies. were commu- 
nicated to the Chamber of Deputies, and excited a long discus- 
sion. He referred to this fact merely for the purpose of show- 
ing that European Governments were becoming less strict in 
such matters, 

Mr. CLAY remarked that France at that time had terminated 
her negotiations. 

Mr. RIVES believed that many of the papers had been laid 
before the Chambers before the treaty was closed, and some of 
them afterwaids; but they were brought before the Chambers 
atacritical moment, and while Eagland was terminating a 
treaty withott the knowledge of France. In relation to the 
subject now before them, it was known that a memorial had 
been presented froma class of American claimants, alleging 
thatthey ha lsustained a serious injury in consequence of the 
mannerin which the treaty lad been executed on the partof 
the Mexican agen's. These complaiits had been, so far, enter- 
tained, and the memorial received and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, whieh was, by an express order of 
the Senate, charged with the Investigation to ascertain how the 
matter stood, and required to suggest a remedy forthe griev- 
ances of which the memorialis's complained. Hedid not mean 
to anticipate the action of the Execative Department; but he 
had, with a view to obtain ail the information which it might 
be possible to obtain upon this question, prepared several 
amendments te the resolution now under consideration, and 
they were as follows: Insert, afier the words ‘state objections 
to its execution, and the answers thereto,” the words, “copies 
of any communications or representations not heretofore com- 
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muuicated to the Senate, which may have been addressed to 
the Departinent of State by any portion of the said claimania, 
in relation to the proceedings and progress of the mixed com- 
mission under the said Convenuion,”’? and strike out the latter 
clause, and insert “also any correspondence which may have 
taken plaee between the Mexican Commissioners and the Se- 
creiary of State touching the execution of, ur proceedings un- 
der, said Convention, if not of such a character as, in the opt. 
nion of the President, to be improper to be communicated ’’ 
He presumed that his friend from Mississippi would have no 
objection to the adoption of the amendments. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the unsuccessful claimauts un- 
der the Mexican treaty coulu have but one of two objects in 
view by pressing their claims before the Senate. The first 
was to have the claims, against which the commissioners had 
decided, paid out of the public Treasury; and the second, to 
ask our interposition to procure their payment from the Mexi- 
can Government. 

In regard to the first, he was utterly opposed to any step 
which might even seem, in the most distant manner, to recog- 
nise any responsibility on the part of the Government. There 
was no principle upon which we could be rendered liable. and 
he didnot wish to hold out expectations to the claimants which 
could never be realized 

In regaid to the second, the United States had negotiated a 
treaty with Mexico, under which the existing Mixed Commis- 
sion was created, to decide judicially upon the validity of these 
claims. Ifthe Mexican commissioners had violated the treaty, 
and, by fraudulent and improper conduct, had produced the 
rejection of justclaims, which ought to have been allowed, this 
was a proper subject of negotiation by the Executive witht e 
Mexican Government. In such anevent, it might be proper 
for the Senate to interpose for the purpose of sustaining and 
strengthening the Executive in asserting the just claims of our 
citizens. 

But what was the present condition of this judicial commie- 
sion? They were about to bring their labors to aclose. In the 
course of a few days the commissioners would have made all 
their final awards for and against all the claimants. Under 
such circumstances, he was unwilling to do any act which 
might interfere with the proceedings of these commissioners. 
Let them bring their labors to an end; and after this had been 
done, then, and not till then, ought the Senate to act upon this 
resolu‘ion. He hoped, therefore, that it might be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, to which the Senator 
from New York {Mr. Wric iT} bad asserted. 

Mr. WALKER would consent either that the resolutions 
should go to the Committee on Foreign relations, or that its 
consideration ehould be postponed and made the special order 
of the day for Monday week, which wonid bethe day subse- 
quent to that for the termination of the commission. He 
here, in his place. protested in the name ofthe American citi- 
zens whose rights have been violated,as he believed and thought, 
from the disclosures made by the partial report which had al- 
ready been made in reply toa resolution of the Senate, and he 
protested against the keeping of the information which had 
been called for, in the secret bureausof the Executive Depart- 
ment. Hedesired that these claimants should be heard, and so 
faras it was in his power, they shouid be heard, before this na- 
tion and before this tribunal; and he desired that, inasmuch as 
a partial report of the proceedings had been already referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, ne part of the proceed- 
ings should be kept back, but that all that thecommission< rs had 
done and had failed to do, should be laid before this body. If 
Senators leoked to our commerce with Mexico for the last six 
or seven years, they would find that it had fallen almost to 
nothing, while the commerce of Mexico with other nations had 
increased. The exportation of specie frem that country inte 
New Orleans would show the condition «of our commercial 
transactions with that nation. In 1836, the exports of silver 
were $3.657,000; in 1837, $4,785,000; in 1838, $1,754,000; in 1839, 
$1,710,000; in 1840, $1,004,574: and in 1841, $869,184 And 
what was the cause of this decrease? Why, it was because 
they had failed to protect the rights of American merchants and 
American citizens, and because they had, in effect, torn down 
the American flag within the limits of Mexico American ves 
sels had heen seized, property confiscated, and justice made a 
mere moekery. The French commerce had increased with 
Mexico. forthe reason that she protects her subjects, and de- 
mands that justice be dune when an outrage is committed on 
the rights and property of citizens of France; and if this Go 
veanment permitted! outrages to be committed by Mexico on 
American commerce. it would soon go down t> nothing, All 
that he desire?! was that the facts should be laid before the peo 
ple of thiscountry, that they may know whether the Mexican 
Government had not violated the treaty, whether documents 
had not been withheld by Mexico, whether spurious and false 
documents had been furnished, in consequence of which just 
claims had been rejected. He, therefore, moved that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed and made the order 
of the day for Monday week 

Mr. BUCITANAN did not believe that the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi had done justice to the course ofthis Government in 
enforcing these Mexican claims. It wastrue that General Jack- 
son had recommended reprigals against Mexico; but under our 
treaty with that Government, we were obliged, before resorting 
to reprisa!s, to make a formal demand of a}! the claims, with 
the testimony in support of them: and if then Mexico refused to 
do the claimants justice, we might resort to war or reprisals, 
This, to be sure, was a strange provision to insert in a treaty; 
but there it was, and we were hound by it a 

In obedierce to the tre uy, a formal demand, according to its 
stipulations, was made on Mexico; and this resulted in the pre- 
scenttreaty. What more could the Government have done? If 
the Mexican commissioners had violated the treaty, to the in- 
jury of citizens of the United States, this might become the 
foundation o: a new dénand against the Mexican Government. 
When the proceedings sho 
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the American Governmen: have done m the first instance? 
Fraudulent and unjust conduct of the Mexican commissioners 
roight render it our duty to proceed further hereafter; but, 
heretofore, there had been no ju$t ground of complaint, 
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He could assure the Senator from Mississippi that he would 
cheerfully unite with him at the proper time in bringing all the 
proceedings of these commissioners before the Senate. Indeed 
he was anxious that this should be done; and as the Senator had 
agreed that his resolution might be postponed until after the 
commissioners had closed their labors, he would withdraw his 
motion to refer itto the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. LINN said that as this resoluiion would be delayed, he 
would suggest to the Senator from Mississippi to strike out 
the latter clause of it, and permit his (Mr. Linn’s) reselution 
which called for similar information, to be passed upon at the 
present time. 

Mr. WALKER had but one word tosay with regard to doin 
their duty. If they had done their duty, their commerce with 
Mexico would not now be in a fallen and dilapidated state, 
whilst thecommerce of other nations with that Government 
had increased. But while they were told that Government did 
full justice to its citizens, why wasit that their commerce had 
dwindled down to nothing? He called on his friend to remem- 
ber that when the treaty was presented tu the Senate, he (Mr. 
WALKER) protested against the convention, and said at the 
time, that it would be followed by disaster. This was not the 
measure General! Jackson recommended; he proposed a diffe- 
rent negotiation in his message, and that was to take the course 
that France had lately pursued—at the mouth of the cannon, 
If thishad been dene, they would have had no war, and they 
probably mighthave preceded France in battering down the 
walls of the Castle of Juan de’Ul!oa; and instead v1 their com- 
merce with Mexico being reduced, it might now be as large as 
itever was with that nation. 

Mr. BUCHANAN called the recollection of the Senator from 
Mississippi to the circumstances attending the appoimtment, by 
the Government, of a special minister to carry out a list of the 
claims of American citizens and the testimony in their support, 
and co the fact that it was not ull afterthis that the treaty was 
made. If the Mexican commissioners have viclated the treaty 
and the rights of American citizens, this Government should 
call upon Mexico for redress, and require that Government to 
fulfil its obligation according to the treaty: but nething should 
be required of the Government of the United States which 
would imply any right on its part to pay the claimants out of 
the public Treasury. If the Mexican commissioners have done 
injustice, the application of this Government should be to the 
Mexican Government tofulfil the treaty; butin any event let 
not thisGovernment give, by direct or indirect action, any 
sanction to the Idea that the claimants are to be paid out of the 
public Treasury. 

Mr. WALKER expiained. He had no objection to the post- 
ponement of his resolution to a day subsequent to the close of 
the commission, and he acceded to the request of the Senator 
from Missouri, to omit that part of his resolution embraced in the 
Senator’s resolution, so as to allow the latter to be pul as a se- 
parate resolution. ; 

This amendment was made, and the further consideration of 
Mr. Wacxer’s resolution was postponed to Monday week. 

The resolution of Mr. Lunn was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
queated to communicate to the Senate, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, all the information in his possession which 
may relate to the recent outrages committed by the Mexican 
citizens or people on the pereon and property of the American 
Consul and other American citizens residing at Sania Fe and 
northern provinces of Mexico. 

Mr. LINN said that he did not suppose there could be any 
objection to his resolution being adopted. His chief motive in 
pressing it now was to have some action on the part of the 
Renate to obtain the information called for, by the time his bill 
for the settlement of the Oregon territory should come up. He 
would then have occasion to show the necessity of a chain of 
posts for the protection of thore American citizens who trade 
with Northern Mexico. The trade of this country had hitherto 
been considerable with those provinces; but for want of praper 
protection on the part of this Government that trade had been 
greatly diminished, and if something should not be speedily 
done, it would soon cease altogether. 

The resolution was then unanimously adopted. 

The bill from the louse suspenéing so much of the charters 
of the banks of the District of Columbia as prevents them 
from paying out the notes of non-specie paying banks, was 
read a first and secend time, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, 

Mr. SIMMONS presented a resolution having reference to 
a postponement of the Bankruptlaw for two years, which was 
ruled out of order then. 

Algo presented a petition fora pension, which was ieferred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McROBERTS, on leave, introduced a bill forthe relief of 
Isaac Bryson, which wasread twice and referred to the Com- 
inittee on the Public Landa 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, his proposition for a joint 
rule, precluding any amendment to the appropriation bills, ex- 
cept it be ealled for by existing laws, was ordered to be 

rinted, 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the general orders. 

Mi, CLAY reminded the Senate that his joint resolutions to 
amend the Constitution, were the special order; and wished 
them to be continued as such. They were passed over with 
the understanding that they would come up on Tuesday next— 
Mr Woopevry being entitled to the floor. 

The Senate then passed to the general orders, and the follow. 
ing bills were considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to the Senate, and erderedto be engrossed fera third 
reading, 732: 

The bill to provide for the claims of the State ef Georgia for 
money advanced by that State on account of expenses incurred 
in calling out militia In cases of emergency todid in the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities in Florida and Alahama,and to pro- 
tect the citizens of Georgia from sudden incursions and ravages 
of the Creek and Seminole Indians. : 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, who 
lost their improvements in consequenceof a treaty between the 
United States and the Choctaw Indians. 








Ihe bill to settle the title to certain tracts of jand. 

The bill in relation to donations of land to certain persons 
in the State of Arkansas, was next taken up in committee, the 
amendments of the Committee on Public Lands were concur 
red in, and it was reported to the Senate and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Pie tollowing bills were considered in committee, reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
viz 

Che bill to confirm the survey and location of claims for land 
in the State of Mississ)ppi, east of Pearl river, and south of the 
sist degree of north latatude; 

The bill for the relief of Ephraim P. Dixon; and 
The bill for the relief 





{ Jesse Carpenter 


Pie bill for the reliefof Clark Woodrooti was next taken uy 

in Committee of » Whole. Several amendmeuts were 
posed by Mr. Sm of Indiana; which were agreed to. 

It ems that the prison proposed to be re lieved by the ball, 

chased several thousand acres 0: land from the United States 

mauy years ago; s00n afterwards it was ascertained that there 

Was a paramount title, and that the United States could not 

give itle tothe purchaser. Ue made application to the Trea- 






sury Departme refunded his money. The Secretary 


led that he could not grant the relief, inasmuch as the case 








was not provided for in the general law regulating the proceed 
ings in the cases of the failure of title, The consequence of 
uch decision was, that the purchaser was deprived of both the 
land and money, from that day tall the present inne—the United 
States having possession of the money, and failed to givea 
title to the land. ‘The Committee on the Public Lands reported 
abil forthe rehef of the purchaser, authorizing him to select 
ther lands in lieu, and granting interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent for the time the money was withheld, to be received 
mn land A loug d e arose as tothe impropriety of granting 
interest. Those who spoke against granting laterest, took the 
eround that the Government had uniformly denied the pay 
ment of lilerest In Cases similar in principle, and that if the 
*e opened to that object, there would be no limit to 

he demands, and would exhaust the whole means of the Trea- 
hey also argued as a reason why interest should not 

be allowed in this case, that the purchaser did not make legal 


application tor his money till this session of Congress; and 
the presumption was, that the money was always ready, and 
the fatiure to obtain redress, was no fault of the Government, 
but the neglect of the purchaser to make a proper and legal 
demand. They were in favor of paying back the money if it 
waspreterred, Those who opposed the payment of interest, 
were Messrs. McRosperts, MaNcumM, HENDERSON, BUCHANAN, 
Wruiout, and Catnoun. Those who advocated the payment 


f interest, cited cases in which it had been allowed, which 
they conceived to be the same in principle; and argued that 
masmuch as the Government had had the use of the money, 

i failed to make good the purchase on which the money was 
obtained, they should, on principles of morality, justice, and 
equity, refund an equivalent to the purchase money, with inte- 
ré Those who argued in favor of paving interest, were 
Messrs. Smiru of Indiana, Hunrincron, Wacker, and Sari 

Connecticut 


Mr. WRIGHT, for the purpose of testing the principle, 
moved to amend the bill by striking out the imterest, and on 
that demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
were, yeas 21, nays 1!. So interest was disallowed 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Qn motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 


Phe Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnesgay, February 16, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. SHIELDS said he had never asked a favor 
at the hands of the House since he had been ho- 
nored with a seat here. He found himself so situ- 
ated, however, as to be compelled to ask the favor 
this morning of being permitted to introduce se- 
veral petitions which he had been prevented from 
presenting on Monday last by confinement on that 
day to the sick room of an afflicied friend; also, 
of two resolutions of inquiry which he wished to 
have referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Suietns introduced 
sundry petitions from the citizens of Mebile, 
praying that Congress may not repeal the bankrupt 
law. 


Mr. S. also introduced the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed inquire into the expediency of establishing 
by law a tri-weekly four-horse stage route between the city of 
Fuscaloosa and town of Demopolis, by way of Erie, in Green 
county, Alabama. Also, into the expediency of transporting 
the mail from New Orleans to Mobile, destined for the eastern 
portion of Mississippi and western part of Alabama and the 
Teiunessee Valley, by steamboats from the city of Mobile to 
some eligiLie point on the Tombegbee or Alabama rivers, as 
lar up asenher ofsaid streams may be navigable ata low stage 
by steamboats of ordinary tonnage; hence in four 
se siage coaches, on the dividing ridge between said rivers, 
by the way of Grove Hill or Macon, in Clarke county, and Lin 

engo, to the town of Demopolis, coune cting at said 
yrementioned point from Tuscaloosa. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be intructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
! route from Livingston to Demopolis, in Alabama, on 
to the town of Selina, by way of Macon, Uniontown, and Ca- 
hawha, in an eastern direction, and from Livingston, ina west- 
ern direction, along the most eligible route to Brandon and 
Jackson, in the State of Mississiy pi; and also inte the ¢ xpedi- 

ney of iucreasing the service on said route thas extended to 
that of a ri-weekly four-horse stage coach 










the 
tal Sich ¢ 


CONGRESSIONAL TEMPERANCESOCIETY. 

Mr. WARREN asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion, granting the use of the Hal! to the Congres- 
sional Total Abstinence Society on the evening of 
the 25th instant. 

Mr. SNYDER of Pennsylvania objected. 

Mr. WARREN moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. SNYDER asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend the rules; which were refused. 

And the question being taken, it was decided. in 
the affirmative: Ayes 112, noes 27. 

So the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution was adopted. 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were 
presented by the following members, and were ap- 
propriately referred : 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine, by general con- 
sent of the House, presented the petition of Edward 
D. Rand and others for a mail route from Lovel 
village, by North Lovel, to Usher, in the State of 


Maine; which was referred to the Committee on * 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. WISE of Virginia. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. WARD rose and moved that the vote of 
ye-terday by which the “bill tosuspend fer a limit- 
ed time the operation of a part of an act entitled 
‘Anact toreviye and extend the charters of ceF¥tain 
banks in the District of Columbia,’”’ was passed, 
be reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. The billis not in possession 
of the House; it has been sent to the Senate, and 
the House hes no present control over it 

Mr. WARD was understood to say, that, after 
the vote had been reconsidered, that question would 
come up. A motion would then be in order that 
a messenger be sent to the Senate. 

A desultory and somewhat excited conversation 
here took place between several members and the 
Speaker, on the point of order involved. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER (in reference to the manner in 
which the bill should be brought again before the 
House) here said that the Chair would entertain 
the metion to reconsider, leaving it to the gentle- 
man whe made it to submit some motion as to 
the manner in which the bill should be brought 
back. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision, 
and was about to submit a few remarks on the ap- 
peal— 

When Mr. WISE and Mr. HOPKINS submit- 
ted to the Speaker that this collateral question of 
appeal was not debatable, for the reas’n that the 
member from New York [Mr. Warp] had, before 
taking his seat, moved the previous question on the 
motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. There isso much confusion 
in the House that the Chair did not hear the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. WARD stated that he had certainly made 
that motion before taking his seat. 

Mr. BARNARD, (addressing the Speaker.) 
Was the motion for the previous question enter- 
tained by the Chair? s 

The SPEAKER. No, because the Chair did not 
hear it. 

Mr. BARNARD. Then I say it is now too late 
to entertain the motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair 
to hear every motion that every gentleman makes, 
although it may be made in an audible tone ot 
voice. 

Mr. BARNARD. I insist thata motion which 
is not heard and entertained by the Chair is not 
made. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion for the 
previous question having, on the averment of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Warp,] been 
made, was properly before the House. 

Mr. BARNARD. If [appeal from that deci- 
sion, can I debate it? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. BARNARD withdrew his appeal. 

Whereupon, the question recurred on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Lewis Wittiams to lay the moiion to 
reconsider on the table, 


Mr. SHIELDS wouid appeal, he said, to his 
friend fron#New York [Mr. Warp] to withdraw 
his motion tor the previous question. He (Mr.8.) 
wished the majority of this House to take the re- 
sponsibility of all such motions upon the subject, in- 
volving as it did practically the question of re- 
sumption, or non-resumption, of a sound or no- 
sound currency for the pecple of the District. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to say, the majo- 
rity will take the responsibility. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That is precisely whatI de- 
sire. I desire that the majority of this House shall 
be responsible for the bill passed on yesterday, and: 
all of its consequences on the currency, credit, and 
welfare of the country, direct and indirect. 

Mr. WARD rose, at the request, he said, of se- 
veral m= mbers near him, to withdraw his motion 
for the previous question. 

Tae SFEAKER. That docs not change the 
question. 

And the question was then taken @a the motion 
of Mr. L, Wittutams to lay the motion to reconsi- 
der on the table, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive by the following vote: 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landafl W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Blair, Boardman, Bordon, Botts, Brockway, Milton 
Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thos J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett: Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fes- 

nden, Fillmore, Thos. F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, 
Gogein, Graham, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, 
Williim S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, James Irvin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pope, PoweJ, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, William Kussell, 
James M. Russell, Salionstall, Shejqmerd, Simonton, Sollers, 
Sianly, Stratton, Summers, Taliaferro, J »hn B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolan!, Tomlinson, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Edward D. White, Tho- 
mas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—99 

NAYsS—Mesasrs. Atherton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Brig Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Casey, Chapman, 
Cliford, Clinton, Mark A, Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
William ©. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, 
ltays, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, W. W. Irwin, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, MeKeon, Mallory, Alfred Mar- 
shall, John Thompson Mason, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, New 
hard, Oliver, Osborne, Partridge, Payne, Proffit, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
William Snaith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, James W. 
Williams, and Wood—8X 

So the motion to reconsider the vote of yesterday by which 
the said bill was passed was laid on the table. 

MARINE CORPS. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, on leave given, reported a 
bill from the Committee on Naval Affairs, for the 
augmentation of the Marine Corps, and for other 
purposes. 

The bili having been read twice by its title, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whele on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT (simply remarking that he 
would not take up the time of the House by calling 
the yeas and nays) moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Cominittce of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be instructed to consider the bill “For the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States according to 
the sixth census,’ oa Thursday next. and from day to day until 
the same shall be reported to the House, in preference to all 
other business; and that, if the same shall not seoner be reported 
to the House, on Thursday weck, at two o’clock, p. m. all de- 
bate thereon shall cease, and the said committee shall then pro- 
to yote eu the amendments then pending, and that shall 
he offered, and to report said bill to the House. 

Mr. McKEON said he would not object to the 
resolution if the gentleman who offered it would 
strike out the latter clause. 

[Cries to order. ] 

And the question being taken, the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 


REPORT ON PATENTS. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia rose, and moved a re- 
consideration of the vote of yesterday, by which 
10,000 copies of the report of the Commissioner of 
Patents were ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentlem1n vote in the 
affirmative? 

Mr. SMITH. 
by a general vote. 
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The SPEAKER. 
that he voted in the 
enteriain the motion. 

Mr. SMiTH Then nobody vote: 

The SPEAKER. That is a diffie 
the Chair has avthing to d 

REPORT ON KETR mente AEN'E. 

The unfinished business of the morning how: 
tollowing 
series hereiofore reported by Mr. § 


If the gentleman cannot state 
aflirmative the Chair carn 
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ihe Select Committee on Retren ntin the Ex 
penditures of the Contingent Fund of the House ot 
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W hieh eaid resolute n Mr. G DON nad 
moved yesiei ia i { ul l i 
the following modifi pslitate py tien: 
“And, Inaddition there iat he be author 
the two asaista Clerks hoW empioved ti fits Il lwh 
have been employed therein since 1338 
Ani the question bei: it Amendment, a 
modified — 
The SPEAKER said th nileman n ila 
sachu setts {Mr. Cusnine] was entitle e fli 
+ Mr. CUSHING said he bad said he intend 
{0 Say. 
f ha ir ~ a , ! Oo r] t j 
Th SPE AKER ! he Clerk int rine nim 
that the previous question had heen called by the 


gentleman from Massachuseit 

Mr. CUSHING said 

bat had with frawn it. 
* So the cail for the 
drawn. 

Mr. SUMMERS again took the floor, and made 
some further remarks in vindication of the course 
of the committee, in reply to some of the remarks 
of Mr. Gorpon yesterday, and in enforcement of 
the propriety of making the reduction of clerks 
contemplated in the resoluiion—the present num- 
ber being greater than was required for the proper 
discharge of the duties of the House. 

Mr. GORDON said that he had felt called upon 
to submit the amendment which he had offered, 
because he considered the present clerks necessary 
to the transaction of the public business; and he 
had looked in vain to the speech of the chairman 
of the Select Committee, [Mr. Summers,] and to 
the report of the committee, for any thing which 
could satisfy him that they were not nece ‘ary. 
He read the reply of the Clerk of the House to a 
communication from the committee, in which it 
was stated that the present force could not be re- 
duced cemnpetine with the public service; and 
then said he had made no charge against the com- 
mittee, or against any member of it, or any par- 
ticnlar member of the House; in fact, ‘he had made 
no charge at all; but looking at this document 
he held in bis hand, from which he had just quoted, 
he had submitted his amendment without seeking 
to attach molives to any one. But why was thi: 
war waged agaiusi the Clerk of the Hous:?) Was 
it that the Cierk of the House was not the legiti- 
mate offspr ng of King Caucus, and that he had 
come in by the back door? He (Mr. Gor- 
pon) had waged no war on the chairman 
of the Seieet Committe nan had 


he had made that motion, 


previous question was with- 


that gest} 


not ocenpied his mind at alls b vhen the 
deliberate op'nion of the Clerk was that thee 
clerks were necessary, he should like the eh 


airman 
of the Select Commi'tee to explain to the Tlouse 
why and wherefore he proposed to diminish the 
number of clerks. The gontieman (Mr. Sum- 
mers] had carried them to the State of Virginia, 
and had undertaken to say what was the mode o: 
transacting the business of the Hou of Del 

ofthatState. He had a'so gone to the Stat 
Massachusetts; but why had he not gone 
the Stateof New York? But did not the a. 
mark recollect that here they transacted the buej- 
ne:s of the twenty-six States? And yethe would 
reduce the clerical force of this House t 
employed in the State of Virginia, or 


also to 
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ple, and to leave it to those wh d denied 
that there was any extravagince uniler the la 

Administration to oppose ¢conomy and retrench 
ment under thi It was their vocation He vas 
not surprised, nor did “w complain that opposition 
came from such a quatter. But he asked the 


Whig party (whoever might be at the head of the 
Administration)—he ealled on the Whig party, 
who were responsible so far as depended on their 
action, to carry out their pledges of economy and 
retrenchment. Let them begin here, in the expen- 
ditures which they themselves incurred. If there 
were too many clerks, reduce the number; if the 
salaries were too Jarge, re’uce them. Let us (con- 
cluded Mr. M.) reduce our own expendiiures 
first. Let us take up every item in the appropria- 
tion bills, and reduce where we can reduce, if only 
to the extent of even asinvgle doliar. O her things 
follow. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he presumed there 

‘as not a member on this floor, who, looking at the 
public business as he would at his own private af- 


will 


fairs, would not say that retrenchment and reform 
was his indispensable duty. What was the state 
of the country? The expenditures exceeded their 


income; and was it not then their duty to retrench 
where they could with propriety, and consistently 


Hie service? 


with the pul Was not that the condi- 
tion of the revenue?) Hetookitto te a If-evi- 
Jent proposition, And if it was what was their 


first Guty? 


As representatives of the peoples 
they not 


begin 


} 7 
News 


there—there apply the runing 


knife? Aud if they first did ti there, he asked, 
what cther department or branch cf public ser- 
vice could ask them to withhoid their hand?) This 
question had been argued as though a blow was 
aimed at the Clerk, but he did not so understand 
it. It was but ¢ question of economy which 
the Whigs were pledged to earry cut, and whiel 
every good Demoerat \ Id aid in rryl 
that ¥ vailing and *mitted X'ITAVS men 
he retrenche His colleagne,s wasatthe head 
of eieet eomn € {M1 Sra ' | had y 
y redinctic ( the cv ranel of 
the Governmen’; and eonld accomplished 2 
ot th back to 1838, when } 
Soaks a fuoree of tw szZeio wy eh co'leacn 
wished now to reiuce it. If, in 1833, the 
business cowlc be cone by that toree, wh 
net n ? They kney 7 p ri 
when they got into difficulties they mede old th 
pear iwice | ng, andsubjected t g 
neral economy; and should they not do for the na- 
tion as they did in their private capacities? He 


league propose oi to hit at 
House Hie (Mr. 8.) be- 

«ly proposed to diminish 
the Lien ) the ated; and 
he must be permitte ay that amazed 

atany of GiS honorable Cc ljieagues cn inal floor, 
Democratic party, should 
say this was a poor, pitiul reform. Why, they 


extent: 


he was 








knew that particles made large amounts, and that 
iny mickles make a muckle.” It was only by 
ails that reforms could be eecomplished. Wes 
the reformation in this particular branch resiric’ed 
rx? Why, he might permit the gen- 
nan from New York [Mr. Gcrpon] to sneer at 
his ec rom Virginia [Mr. Summers,] if that 
all; but that was buta beginning. The gentle- 
rom New York said his colleague bad 
v yargument. What! had he not told them 
the araeunt of labor performed, and the result of 
b gull in the other legislative bodies? Had 
c hown bow the business was done in 
rm Viv 1 House of Delegates—a House 
nsistipe of one hundred and thirty-tw 
! hose business was done by two clerks, 
hej ssions were protraeted, and but 
oO » sessions of this House? And if 
two < : were there able to discharge ali the du- 
ta fair arsument that the force here 
iniaht beara iclative proportion? It they Jooked 
» the journal of the House of Delegates, they 
would fin but litte less than the journal of this 
How 
Vir. GORDON hk tained permission from 
Mr. Smiri to make some explanation, bat his re- 
maris were not distinctly heard. 
SMILPH said be was sorry to be interrupt 
P tor such purposes and he wished :t to be under- 


stood that he considered there was but one mode 
in which they could be tre Such remarks did 
not become that place, noi : who bore the re 

presentative agency there. He then continued, 
The “land of steady habits,” witha House amount- 
ing to six hundred members, they were told ems 
ployed but one clerk to do all their duties, with 
the exception of the engrossing, and that was done 

in a cheap manner. In the S'ate of Virginia the en- 
grossing was paid” for out of the pocket of the clerk, 
at the rate of a penny aline. But the gentle.nan 
from New York said bis colleague had addueed no 
argumeni! Why, what was the committee insti- 
tuted foi? Was it not to examine the subject, and 
to collect « vidence ,  beneing upon ii?) And yet, with 
this duty imposed and laboriously exercised, as 
had been evinced in this House by the commitice, 
amember of the House had interrupted bim for 
such a purpose as to say that he was as able to 
judge as the committee. Truly, traly, the sun 
beth rose and set on the district of the gentleman 
from New York. If thev had the opinion of the 
Clerk against the report, they had the report of the 
committee againt the ¢ pinion « of the Clerk, whose 
esprit de corps wovld lead him to object to reduc- 


aled. 


tho 


tion. Butit the force of 1838 could do the duties 
then, it could do them now, in these hard times, 
when retrenchment was the duly of every citizen, 


Why, whe 


n such was the result of an overwheim- 


ipg neeessi'y, which ramified jtself threngh ery 
house ia the land, sheuld they stand out io 
the full dimensions of more prosperous times, 
when the only question was how to spend 
their meney? There was a wide difference 
between a fall and an empty purse. With 


hand might be ‘tas open as 


a full purse, their 
hej brought 


7” but when they were 
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to shinplasters, ii was adifferent thing. But 
this was notal!s they were not ts sicp with ibhem- 
selves; they were to catry reforms into every de- 
pa Government. The con iIBgcne 
exoenses of several of the Departments exhibited 
‘ racrdimary aspec Hie hoped the Honse 
' Lad he resola ot bis colleague, thoug!y 
d y he ex hat he cesired, and after 
coing to the outskirts of thie hail, that it wenld be 
tallowe } yp by other refora equal y necessary 
and i 
Mr. BOWNE ot ned the floor, but (the morn- 
ing hour havieg almost expired) yielded it, on the 
uegestion of Mr. Penn ee 
A message in writing was received from the Pree 
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sident of the United States, by the hands of Jonn 
Ty.er jr. his private secretary. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Briacs of Massachu- 
setts in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the “bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1842.” 

The CHAIR stated that the question was on the 
second item, which is in the words following: 

No. 2. For pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in addition to the already 


appropriated to that object during the present seasion, twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars 


Mr. McKEON obiained the floor, and said, for 
the purpose of giving as wide a latitude to the de- 
bate as possible, he should make the motion to 
sirike out the enacting clause of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion to 
strike out the enacting Clause in committee was out 
of order. 

Mr. McKEON said he should take the whole 
range of the debate, and would endeavor to con- 
fine himself to the bill. He now moved to amend 
the second clause by reducing it one thousand dol- 
lars, and to amend all the otzer items by reducing 
them in the same ratio. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was not in 
order to move an amendment to any other than 
the clause now under consideration; and stated 
that the motion now was to strike out in the 
second clause of the bill $12,500, and insert 
$11,500. 

Mr. McK EON said he had no disguise in his ob- 
ject. He wished to debate— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose toa question of order, 
and inquired whether there was not now a moticn 
pending to increase this clause, which was made 
the other day by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusuine J 

The CHAIRMAN said he had decided that 
motion out of orcer. This was the only pending 
amendment. He would suggest to the gentleman 
trom New York [Mr. McKeon] that bis remarks 
must be confined to the proposition he now made. 
The bill had to be read through by clauses, for 
debate and amendment; and when the bill should 
have been gone through, on the motion that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, 
the whole merits of the bill would be open to de- 
bate. 

Mr. CUSHING inquired whether the question 
of order was not pending when the committee 
rose? 

The CHAIRMAN said he was undecided whe- 
ther the gentleman fiom Massachuseits [Mr. Cusn- 
iNG] made the point of order or not. 

Mr. CUSHING said he did. Bat, on further 
refiection, he was satisfied that a resolution of the 
House authorized the appointment of a clerk, 
and he now withdrew the point of order. 

Mr. McKEON inquired if a motion to strike 
out ali the bill except the first section would be in 
order. . 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was not in or- 
der to strike out any thing but the clause under 
consideration, because they were now preceeding 
to consider the bi!l by clauses, 

He would suggest to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. McKeon] that, in his opinion, a gene- 
ral discussion of the bill, or particular clauses, 
would not bein order. The rule of the House 
contemplated that the bill should be read thrcugh 
by clauses, to be debated or amended as they were 
read; and when the whole bill bad in this way 
been passed through, the merits of the whole bill 
would be open to discussion on a motion to rise 
aud report the bill. 

Mr. McKEON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The appeal was briefly sustained by Mr. Me- 
KEON, and opposed by Mr. CUSHING. 

Mr. CLIFFORD suggested to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. McKeon] to withdraw his 
present appeal, and if the Chair decided that a mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause was not inor- 
cer in committee, to appeal from that decision for 
the purpose of setUing the point, 
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Mr. McKEON then withdrew his appeal, and 
moved to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion in 
Committee of the Whole was not in order, from 
the authority of the Manua!, which declared that 
it Was not competent for a committee to whom a 
bill was referred to destroy that bill. He would read 
from page 150 of the Manual, where they jound 
the following: 


“If it be a bill, draught of ay address, or other paper origi 
nating with them, they proceed by paragraphs, puttmg ques 
tions for amending, either by inseruon or striking out, if pro 
posed: but no question on agreeing to the paragraphs sepa 


rate ly This is reserved to the close, when a quesuon is putoo 


the whole, lor agreeing to 1l as ainence 1,or unamended. But il 
it be a paper referred to them, they proceed to put the questions 
of amendment, it proposed, but no tinal question on the whole 
because all parts ofthe paper having been adopted by the 
House, stand of course, unlese altered, or struck out by a vote. 
Even if they are opposed to the whole payer, and think it can- 
not be made good by amendments, they cannot reject it, but 
must report it back to the House without amendments, and 
there make their opposition.” 

By arule of the House it was provided that 
amotion to strike out the enacting clause of a 
bill should take precedence of a pending amend- 


ment. This motion to strike out the enacting 
clause was a motion to destroy the bill, which 
the laws of the Manual declared it was not 


competent for the Commitee of the Whole to 
do. In conformity with this, a day or two 
since, in Committee of the Whole, the gentleman 
from Virginia had moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill then before the commitee. 
The Chairman then decided thatthe motion was not 
in order, an appeal was taken, and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. On the motion to strike 
ont the enacting clause, the whole merits of the 
bill would be open, but the rules of the House di- 
rec'ed that, when a bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill should first be read 
through by the Clerk, and then the Cierk should 
proceed to read it by clauses for separate conside- 
ration. That was the injunction of the rules. 
When the committee should have passed through 
the bill in that manner, and a motion was made 
to rise and repert the bill, it farnished ample op- 
portunity for unrestrained debate. And that mo- 
tion could not be put when any member chose to 
debate the bill. 

Mr. McKEON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

After remarks on the appeal by Messrs. CLIF- 
FORD and ADAMS— 

Mr. CLIFFORD said, if he had understood the 
decision of the Chair as relating merely to a 
question of time, and that after the bill had been 
gore through, 1t would be in order to strike out the 
enacting clause, he should not have debated it 
at all. If the Chair now decided that it was amere 
question of time, he would not quarred with the 
decision. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion to 
Strike out the enacting clause of the bill while en- 
tering on its reading by ciauses for amendment 
or discussion, was not in order generally under the 
law of the Manual, which was that the committee 
could not destroy a paper committed to them. The 
Chair said that when the committee had gone 
through this bill by clauses, on a general motion 
to report the bill to the House, the question would 
be open for full discussion. Then the gentleman 
from Maine, orany othergentleman, might move 
to report the bill to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that the bill be not passed 

The Chair decided that the rule must be follow- 
ed, and the till be readthrough by clauses for 
amendment or discussion, on each clause sepa- 
rately, before the genera! merits of the bill were 
debated. 

The appeal was debated at some length by 
Messrs. HOPKINS, FILLMORE, TILLING- 
HAST, and UNWERWOOD, who sustained, and 
by Messrs. ATHERTON, PROFFIT, and 
POPE, who opposed the decision of the Char. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said, when this appeal 
was first taken, he felt entirely disposed to su-tain 
the Chair, being driven by an impulse to restrain 
the licentiousness of the debate, and confine it to 
the points at issue. On reflection, he perceived 
this would not be the effect; for it had been con- 
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ceded by me:nbers on all hands, as well as by the 
Chair, that, after discussing the whole bill, section 
by section, it will still be open for all the latitude 
of debate allowable under the motion to strike out 
the enacting clause. 

The motion to strike out the enacting clause was 
designed to cut off useless debate, in cases where 
a majority of the House might be opposed to the 
principle of the bill. In such cases, therefore, it 
will be a saving of time to anticipate the discus- 
sion of the details by a vote on a propesition to 
strike out the enacting clause. But in cases where 
thé House would bold on to the biiland amend, it 
isa mere matter ef form and immat-riality whe- 
ther the “iscussion in chief shall precede or follow 
the debate on the details. 

So much, then, for the effects of the decision as to 
the expediency and alleged reform of the proceed- 
ings of the House. But this quesiion must be de- 
termined by the authority on which the Chairman 
rests, saying, that “the commitiee cannot destroy 
a bill.’ This being good authority if the effect of 
this motion be to destroy the bill, or in other words 
to reject it, in the purview of the authority cited, 
there is no roomto doubt. Buti take it that the 
force of this authority is, that the bill must be re- 
ported back to the House with such recommenda- 
lions as the committee may make in regard to it, 
as stated by the gen'leman from Massachusetts. 

Here I need some information of the Chairman, 
and desire to ask two questions: The first has been 
anticipated by the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts on the righ', showing that, admitting the 
decision of the Chair to stand, the bill will still be 
open to equal latitude of debate. 

The second is this: If, onthe motion to strike 
out the enacting clause, the commitice should de- 
cide affirmatively, will the enacting clause be ob- 
literated or annihilaied?—or will it, with the rest of 
ihe biil, be reported to the House, 2ccompanied by 
the recommendation of the commit'ee to strike out 
the enacting clause? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that in that event, the 
striking out would be the destruction of the bill, 
and the committee would report that fact to the 
Rouse. 

Mr. COOPER not being satisfied with the an- 
swer, repeated tee question. 

And the CHAIR substantially repeated the 
same answer. 

Mr. COOPER said, he had failed to get the de- 
siredinformation of tae Cairn, and would vary 
the question so as to apply it to the second clause 
of the bill, and ask whether, if that were ordered to 
be stricken out by the committee, it would not 
sill, with the residue of the bill, be reported back 
to the Howse, with the proposition of the com- 
mittee to strike it out; thai it would not in fact be 
stricken out by the commitee, but abide the action 
of the House on the committee’s recommenda- 
tion? 

The CHAIRMAN said it would ke reported 
back with the recommen“ation to strike out. 

Then, said Mr. COO?ER, what is trae of the 
second section, must alo be true of ‘the first. 
And it follows that a motion to strike out the en- 
acting clause made in Commiitee of the Whole, 
does not involve the destruction of the bill, but 
merely the propriety of recomniending its destruc- 
tion to the House, since the act or fact of striking 
out must be and performed by the House. 

This being trae, it follows that the authority re- 
lied on by the Chair is not applicable, and there- 
fore ihe motion to suike out the enacting clause is 
in order, and the decision of the Chair erroneous. 

Gentlemen are imistakep as to the supposed ad- 

] The advantage is in fa- 


decided 


vantages of the decision. 
vor of existing practice. 

The mistake or error of the Chair, grows out of 
a misinterpretation of the purport of the authority 
on which he relies. Its object and end was to re- 
serve to the House the fate of the bill, and ot suf- 
fer the committee to smother it .n its arms. If this 
authority is made to operate an exclusion of this 
motion, it will, for the same reason, exclude every 
motion that shall involve a rejection of the bill. 
But, in answer to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts on the right, [Mr. Apams,] ihe Chair has ad- 
vised us that such a proposition, with privilege 
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of discussing in its broadest Jatitude, would be in 
order. The motion now made involves no more, 
and is, therefore, likewise in order. If so, the ap- 
peal ought to be -usiained. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would briefly state 
the grounds for h:sdecision. A bill had been com- 
mitted by the House to its committee; and now 
what was the duty of the committee whenthey en- 
tered on the consideration of .the bili? he House 
had described by their rules what it must be. First, 
that the bill should be read through by the clerk for 
information; second, that it should be read by 
clauses, to be amended and debated by clauses, 
and when they had gone through the bi!l, noting 
such amendments as they might meke on a sepa- 
rate paper, that they should report it to the House. 
The Clerk had now sead the bill through. and had 
commenced reading it by clauses. They had 
passed one and caime to the second. The centle- 
man from New York [Mr. McK rox] had proposed 
to amend it, which in order, and on that 
amendment he had proposed to debate the whole 
merits of the bill, ° Chair had decided this 
was notin order, xe centieman then had moved 
to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. The 
Chair had decided that it was notin order. And, 
first, because it was contrary to the rule cf pro- 
ceeding laid down in the rules of the Honce, which 
were laid withont regard to expediency. Ii had 
been said by gentiemen that the rules of the House 
governed in committee. They did, so far as they 
were applicable. Was the motion which was now 
made, a motion to amend the bill?) It was not. It 
wes a motion to destroy the bl!. And did that 
come within the law by which the House had given 
their committee power to proceed to read the bill 
by clauses and amend and debate them separately? 
He apprehended not, 

But the Chait did not res! bere. 
the parliamentary Jaw, which dec'ared that when 
a bill was referred to them Honse they 
ceu!ld not do—wha'? Not, in the language of the 
gentleman fron’ Georgia, [ ir. Cocper,] destroy 
the bill; but that they could net reject it. That 
was the language of the law. If they struck out 
the enacting clause of the bill, did they noi reject it? 

If this moiion prevaiicd, bere was a bill of some 
two or three hundred clauses, in the discussion of 
the second clanse of which they would strike ort 
the enacting clause, and reportto the Horse, not 
that they had gone throngh the bill and examined 
clause by clause, but that they had rejected the bill 
without that examination. 

Gentlemen had said if the decision of the Chair 
was sustained, it wou!d cut off debate. The Chair 
did noiso understand it The rule was intelligent 
and reasonable, and, if this 
they 
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He 


turned to 
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committee adopts 


would sre the ereat advantage of < 





through the bill by clauses, and discussing t} 
clauses on their several merits. And when the 
committee should have cone threugh the hil] by 


clavses, a motion 10 rise an | 
would open the whole meriis, the guestion 
could not be pet nniil every had bad an 
Opps rtunity of di bating it, if he desired. If the 
committee overruled the decision of the Chair, the 
gentleman from New Yerk would make his speech 
on this motion, and then withdraw it, Another 
gentieman would, perhaps, on the next clause, 
move to sirike out the esacting clavse, and make 
a speech, and thns it weuld Jead to a protraeted de- 
pate, without discussirg the details of the bill, 
The quesiion now was, “Shall 
the Chair stand as the judgment of this House?” 
The question was taken by tellers, who re; oried, 
ayes 78, neces 52 
“So the decision of the Chair was sustained 
Mr. FILLMORE rose for the purpose of 
ing a motion which the House had crdered 
made. 
The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman from 
New York [Mr McKeon] was entitled tothe fleor. 
Mr. FILLMORE submitted that the motion he 
intended to make was first in order. 
Mr. McKEON resumed the floor, and moved 
that the commitiee rise. 
Which motion psevailing, 
The committee rose and reported progres’, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 
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The Hense then adjourned. 


THE RETRENCHMENT RESOLUTIONS. 

The followicg are the entire series of resolutions 
which conclude the Report of tbe Select Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment in the contingent expendi- 
tures of the House of Representatives: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to continue in his office the services of the three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted by the House 
on the 6th day of March, 1826, and the Ltth day of October, 
1537, in addition to the six assistant clerks now authorized by 
law, at the annual salary now received by them respectively; 
and that heemploy no greater number of assistant clerks at 

y time in his office, unless permitted so to do by an order or 
of the Hous 

Resolved, That, in addition tothe messenger now authorized 
by law to be employe i by the Clerk, he be authorized to em- 
ploy two assistant messengers, at the same compensation al- 
lowed tothe other messengers in the service of the House, and 
one laborer, inlieu of the six messengers now employed in said 
office. 

Resolved, That the office of draughtsman of the House be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished 

Resolred, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is hereby, autho 
rized to emp'oy in his department the services of ten messen- 
gers, eight pages, and two laborers, in lieu of the twelve mes- 
sengers and twelve pages now in the service of the House 

be authorized to conti- 


resolution 





And that the Postmaster of the House 
in the service of his department four messengers, being the 
same number now employed by him. 

Resolved, That the compe 
messengers, pages, a 1 laborers, 
whether employed by the Clerk, Doorkeeper, or Postmaster, 
shall be as follows, to wit: to messengers a sum not exceeding 
$2 50 per diem, to pages a sum notexceeding $2 per diem, and 
to laborers a sum not exceeding $1 50 per diem, to be paid in 
each case for the time only that such person shall be in the 
actual service of the House; which compensation shall be in 
full for the services rendered by the several persons aforesaid, 
respectively. 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is required, re 
juired to contract with some responsible person for the services 
of the same number of horses and mail carts as are now autho. 
rized to be employed, on the best terms he may fird practica. 
ble, the price in el her case i to exceed thatnow given for the 
same services, to be kept in the public stable, for the use of the 
Tfouse: and that it be a part of the contract for the hiring of said 
hor carts, that the owner of said horses, during the 
continuance of such contract, shall take good care of the stable 
ll times in proper condition, he paving no 
rare and safe-ke¢ ping of the pro- 
for such 
use and 
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sation to be paid to the several 


in the service of the House, 








es and mail 


and keepthe same at 
rent for th 
perty, and receiving 
keeping, beyond the value of the 





e same except his 





pensation care and safe 
possession thereof 


«the period of his contract; and that during the recess of 


duri 
Congress. or so soon as the use of such horses and carts can be 
dispensed with, the stable },and remain under the care 
nd superintendence of the Doorkeeper to the House. 

Resolved, That hereafter a! fuel, candles, and oil, purchased 
for the use of the louse, be, and the same is hereby, declared 
tobe inthe care ande “ly of the Do keeper, whio is here- 
by forbidden to permit t », or either or any part thereof, 
én the restaurateurs attached to the Capitol, or for 
ept for the immediate use of 
and members. 


be cle 











to be used in a 





any other purpose whatsoever, ¢ 
the House, its committees 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby, authorized, as 
» House inthis behalf, to purchase,on the best 
erms he may find practicable, such stationery as may be re- 
the Honse and the Clerk’ 





officers 





ve agent of th 


isite forthe use of 





8 Office; that he 


























on led a we bound book suited to that pur- 
nos invoices ofa the stationery he may soy 
cha ne label, file iway, end pre 
; Ils and eo 
ae x eferred he 
ver to tl kinds lantt- 
g of stati iy be necessary for 
he use o ‘curate account of the 
ame. and of that used in the 
Cle flice:: ’ annual reports now 
requi l bv law » mac t e Clerk, showing the am int 
at viiture fror h niingent fund of the Houee. he be 
d to state accurately ar 1 distinctly the quantity and cost 
of he stationery ~d by the House and the Clerk’s office se- 
t i , 
t ” ad. Tha Postmaster of the House 
rehv. au riz l re yuir to celiver » &ar 
.e Hous ‘ al articles of stationery now furr 
eae : ana texceeding in valre 
; i y m. the stm of $25 for the 
200 for the short session of Congress; that he 
: ' itionery which he may s 
thesevera rs ofthe House; and if,in any case, a mem- 
her shall req € ater amountof stationery 
iring eith i ve provided, the Postmaster 
hall. before the « uch session, furnish to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms an *hexcess heyond the amount res} 
tively above s f s hereby reqniredto deduct the 
amount of such exee rom the pay and mileage of such mem- 
rs, and refund t] me into the Treasurv. Provided. That 
this limitation is 1 ! 1 to be made applicable to the use 
f envelope paper wi ry be required in the folding-room, 
Resolved, That the P ster be further anthorized to deli 
ver, for th l committees of the House, such 
ata eryasmay ber red for that purpose, by the respec- 
oy irmen of suct ! trees, keeping a true and accurate 
account of the quantity and cost of all so delivered. The Post- 
master shall not be at to furnish stationery for the use 


e acting chairman thereof, or to 
cept to the members of the House 


ofany committee, ex 
his order, norto anys-ne 
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Resolred, That he f it 2 standing rule of the House 
hat at the commencement of each session of Congress the 


Speaker appoint a committee, cons sting of three members, to 
he denominated the Committee on Printing, whose duty it shal] 


he to examine all papers and documents, of every description 


whatever, which it may be proposed to have printed, except 


messages, reports, and statements from the various offices and 














departments of the Government required by law or usage to 
furnished to the House, reports from committees of the ff 

and bills and resolutiens; and to report whether, in their o; 
nion, the public interest requires that such paper, document, 
or other matter, should be printed for the use of the House or 
the country; and for that purpose, every such paper document, 
or other matter, when presented to the House, if ‘asked to be 
printed, shall be considered as referred to said committee, with- 
Out any specific motion of reference; and no order to print such 
matter shall be made by the House, unless an examination 
thereof, as aforesaid, shall have been previously made. 

Resolved, That it be hereafter a standing rule of the House 
that no extra compensation be ailowed to any officer, messen- 
ger, page, laborer. or other person in the service of the House, 
or engaged in or about the public grounds and buildings. 

‘ 
IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, February 17, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT Jaid before the Senate a communicatior 
from the Treasury Department, with referenceto the assay of 
goldand silver coin, their value, &c. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of merchants, me 
chanics, and manufacturers of Pittsburgh, Pa. praying for wh 
passage of the Exchequer bill: referred to the¥select commit 
tee on that subject. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, made an ad 
verse reporton the petition of the heirs of Robert Fulton, whic! 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a remonstrance from Mount 
Clemens, Michigan, remonstrating against a repeal of the 
Bankrupt law, and suggesting that banking corporations be 
included in its provisions: referred to the Judiciary Com 
mittee, 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on Manufactures 
reported a bill to authorize Charles M. Strader to ‘import, free 
of duty, two Iron steamboats, suitable to the navigation of the 
Western waters; which was read, and ordered to a 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Foreign Relation 
reported, without amendment, the bill forthe relief of Alexan 
der Hamett, late consul of the United States at Naples 

On the motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Pensionsinqnire into the 
expediency of granting a pension to John Stewart. 

The adverse report of the Committee of Claims, in the case 
of the heirsof Phinehas Babcock; of the Committee on Rev 
lutionary Claims, in the case of Lieut. Joseph Blackwell, and 
the case of the legal representativesof William Rumney 
severally taken up and concurred in. 

The adverse report of the Committee of Revolutionary 
Claims, in the case of the heirs of John de Treville, wast 
up. and, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, laid on the table 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to fu 
nish to the Senate, in tabular form, under such heads and divi 
sions as to exhibit the information In separate and dist 
bers and results. alistofallthe appointmenis made uo the Nayy 
since the 4th of March !ast; the several offices or placesto which 
appointed, and datesof appointment; the number of applicants 
on file in the Department from each State for the several places 
to which these appointments have been made; the States, Ter 
ritories or districts where the individuals so appointed were 
born, were then citizens of, and froin which ap; cinted, anc 
when appointed atlarge, V hat, according to the last cer 
of the Federal apportionment, would have been the proportion 
each State, Territory, and district would hive received if 
such appointments had been made on that ratio; and what t! 
disproportion to the several States, Territories, and districts, oi 
the same ratio which has resulted from the appointmenta 
as actually made. Whatis the rule observed by the Depart 
ment in making appointments at large, and what 
applicants to which that rule islimited. 

Mr. WOODBURY $$ suggested the following modifica 
which was accepted 

“And that he also furnish the Senate witha tabular sta‘eme: 
like the exhibit (6) annexed to his report of the 9ih instant, add 
ing thereto the number of officers and men attached to the Ma- 
rine service atthe commencement of the year 1°42. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following, which lies one 
day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re quest 
ed to cause to be furnished to the Senate, from all the seyvera 
Executive Departments, the number and names of the varie: 
agents or commissioners (or by whatever other designation 
trust they may be called or Known) who are not officers, age; 
or commissioners by express provision of law, settir 
date of their several appointments, ervices to 
pointed, the particular Departments to which sucl 
pertains, by whom they have severally been appointe 
authority their several appointments are 
the salary, pay, or expenses allowed to each, 
paid. and by whatauthority payment thereot 
made. 

air. MOREHEAD 
day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That a Committee on Retrenchment he added 
the standing committees of the Renate, whose duty it shall | 
to take into consideration the expenditures of the Governme; 
in the several departments thereof; andto inquire whether 
any, and, ifany, what retrenchment can be made without j 
jury tothe public service; and to report thereupon, toget} 
with such information relative thereto as to them shall 
expedient. ] 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from citizens «of 
Hlinois, praying for the establishmentof a post route: referred 
tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE BANKRUPT LAW 

Mr. SIMMONS submitted the following resolution, viz 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct 
ed to report a bill to provi le for the postponement of the bank 
rupt law for one year. 

He observed that, if it was notimproper, he would move tha 
the sense of the Senate be taken upon the subject, as the in 
struction was made in conformity with the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Rhode Island. 

The CHAIR (Mr. Evans] said that the Senate had alre uy 
rejected a bill fora postponement of the bankrupt law, and 
that, according to the rules, when a bill was once rejected, one 
of a similar import could not be offered again at the same ses 
sion, 
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time may amount, it is believed, to hundreds of thonsands, I 
mention the fact with pride, bec cause it speaks well of the intel- 
ligence and diligence with which the 
transacted. 

“Independent of making up these records, which already 
number some hundreds of very large volumes, closely written, 
there are many other official duties 
plyed in the office of the House. A 
jeft unprinted at the close of a session, and 
it is not completed for months; it occupir 
the chief clerk, and of one or 
tending the printing. 

“As soon as a session of Congre Inquiries come in 
from all parts of the country, as to what has been done upon 
subjects which had been before the House. Petitioners are 
writing to ascertain the fate 


of their applications. Copies of 
papers are called for by individuals ordepartinents. Busmess 


business of the office is 


levolving upon thése em- 
of printing 1s 
it often happens that 
z much ofthe time of 
two of the other clerks insuperin 


Vast amouint 


‘3 closes 


of this character is ilffic ult and perplexing, and requires the 
constant attentién of the chief clerk and of ove or two of the best 
assistants of the office. 

“The original papers of a session are to be collected from 


places where they are lett by the carelessness 

those into whose hands the y may have passed session. 

The search is frequently carried beyond the walls of the Capi 
They are all to be op ened, examined, collated, and arranged; 

and as there are many thousands of them, and upon every subject 

that can possibly be imagmed, it is labor requiring 

skill, and time. When assorted and arrange’ 

ly packed in bundles, which are as carefully 


or inattention of 
durin ga 


mue 
bey are 
red 


h care, 
careful- 
and de- 











scribed on the back; so as that any paper may be instantly and 
readily referred to when called for upon emergency 

“The originals, which are not pac ked away in bundles, are 
arranged and laid off, to be bound m large volumes, classed ac 


cording to subjects or the Departments trom which they come. 

“ The printed documents ofa session are to be collated into 
volumes, and fui] and copious indexes made; a work requirir 
skill, care, and capacity for its intelli 
thing depends upon the indexes 

“An index record is also made of all the petitions which may 
have been presented, with ail the proceedings had upon them; 
and when it is considered that they amountto many thousands 
it asession, some idea may be formed of the magnitude of this 
work alone. 

“Indeed, it is almost impossible accurately to defi 
ties of the clerks; there is enough, and of short 
than enough, to keep them fully employed; and 
countthe time they are closely confines 
and above the time devoted to business in any other office of the 
Government, it is a fact which can scarcely be questioned, that 
the clerks of Congress are employed a larger amount of Ume in 
the course of the year than those of any other public office of 
the country . 

“In regard to that branch of the inquiry which calls uy 
to state whether the number of persons now employed under 
my direction is necessary ‘to the proper discharge of the pub 
lic service,’ and whether the number can be reduced compati- 
ble with the public interest, | have to state that I belic ve the 
number is ne cessaty ‘for the proper discharge of the public 
business,’ and cannot be reduced ‘comp with the 
interest.’ 

“The business of the House requiring the aid of ¢ 
charge it, hasof late ye: and, indeed, for the 
years, increased 10 a ratio much greater than the 
the force to execute It; consequently there Is a 


rentexeculion, as every 





ie the du- 
recesses more 
taking intoac 
during a session, over 








sonine 


: os 
itible public 


lerks to dis- 
last twenty 
Increase of 
much greater 








amount of labor apportioned to each person at thistime than 
formerly 
“Reference tothe journals ofthe House and to the files of the 
office, will coabiieh this fuct tothe satisfaction of any persen. 
“The journals of the House are at this ume treble the size of 
those of fifteen or twenty years ago; of late yearsa larger nuin 
ber of petitions, resolutions, and papers, have been presented 





ina single day, than formerly came 
tire session. ‘To give an idea of the labor which is 

upon a single petition or memerial, 1 wail state that wh: 
sented, it is minutedin the minute book at the tab 


before the 


Hfouse in an en 
towed 


apre 





book 
House, in which the name of the presentor and the di 
made or proceeding had upon the praped brietly set 
corresponding minute is made on the back of the 











ken to the office and read, and its substance ai 
teredon the journal, with all the proce 
scription is then endorsed on it, and it is then 
which the naine of the presentor, the nate 

date, and the disposition made 
lumns: it is carried to the committee room, and 
docket of the committee; so that the 
fore it passes to the comuiittee 
the report is endorsed on the back, 








of Hare setoutina 








Ther 





and the proper entries made there. portis also endor 
and entered. Ifthe report be favorable, and accompanied by a 
bill, they are both entered separately, with their titles, each in 
two separate books, one a register of business if fo the py 
the other in the report and bil books 

“When it is considered that at a session of Congress of late 
years, the petitions and memorials presented amount to many 





thousands, and that the reports 
two thousand, some idea 
this branch of business alone. 

“The business of Concress has increased at a rapid ra‘e, and 
there isevery reason to believe it will continue to increase 
as the present force of the oilice is n 
cient ‘for the proper discharge of the public business’ a sense 
of public duty would seem to require that it should 1 
reduced, and that it would be | 
teres’ to reduce it.” 

Mr. BowNeE then eet Here they had not o vy the 
opinion of the Ck rk of the House—a more ¢ 
than any member cou Md be—bat he gave 
they could form a jad: 1 
detail of the duties which the 
and he (Mr. Bowne) submitted 
ber on the floor, Uf that 
and he presumed no man would question its truth, 
there was a force employedin the Clerk’s depar 
what wag necessary. Ie, Mr. B. was there was not. 
What were the arguments given them by the learned gentle- 
man who stood at the head of the Select Committee, yes- 
terday, in favor of reduction? Why he told them, in the first 
place, that the Legislature of his own State (Vireinia) did not 
require so many clerks—-that no State ofthe Unien required ; 
many, and yetthey got on easily with their dutic All this he Mr. 
Bowne) evaoted, and yet all the clerks, he belie ved, were re- 


have, atsome 
may he i 


sessions, exceeded 


rmed of the magnitude of 


t deemed more than suffi 


‘incompatible 1 


7 } 


pele nti 


them data on which 





for themsel ve 
seVverai 


he gave them a 


‘slerks have to perform, 
tothe judgm 


ent of every mem- 
description of it were the 





true one, 
whether 
ment beyend 








satisfied 








{| quired here il 
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nerl .{ 
One sit e iact 


would mention 
inone single day, as man 
as Wel 


SCSSION; 2 


there were 
petitions presented in 
ite Legislatures during 


at the Clerk had to do 


sometimes 
this House 
a whole 


Vv 
presented in some S 


id they had seen w! 





with them, there being six different entries of them to be made 
Again, there were more reports made here In one year than In 
five or six years, perhaps, in any of the State Legislatures; and 
these had all to ke re¢ ed, as well the disposition of them 





Here there wasa pertect answer to the arguments of the gentle 
man {Mr Jyesterday. Another suggestion was made 
by the learned gentleman, which did not seem to be borne out 
by the facts reported; it was, as the chairman supposed, that 
these clerks, in (he recess, were employed solely in the disposal 
of petittons, 

Mr. SUMMERS gail t 
had adverted to all the 
report, 

Mr. BOWNE sai he had not hea 
tinctly, and he accepted the 
how stood the case?’ There 
which shows th it the clerks 
and night, and during the s 
tee did not propose any 
the clerk authority 


SuMMER 


he gentleman had misapprehended—he 
duules mentioned by the clerk in his 
rd the gentleman very dis 
corection. But he again asked, 
was the report of the committee 

had been faithfully working day 
sion the chairm: in of the commit- 
reduction, for it was designed to give 
procure additional help: the only object 
then wasthe salaries of two clerks during the recess. This was 
the statement as given by the committee ‘e Now much as 
he respected the committee, he was constPained to-go forthe 
amendmert of his and yote to ietain th 


clerks, 
A few words more, and he haddene. He regretted that 
had thought proper to 











colleague two 
any 
introduce the 
Tn his judgment 

those clerks, and of 
yromoted by an appeal 
him to be ill- timed and out of place. 
» question should be, Does the public Interest require that 
these clerks should be retained?) Are more employed than are 
necessary todischarge the duties devolving on the Clerk of this 
House, through himself and his agents? If there are, curtail 
them. He went for retrenchment, for the Treasury was ex 
hausted, and they had no money left wherewith to pay. He 
went for the doctrine loudly praised and {professed, but so 
litte practised. We repeated that a partisan aj+peal was ill- 
advised, and he could assure his colleague [Mr. Morcan] that 
the less said on the subject, and onthe past action of this House, 
would be the best for his friends. The gentleman, {[Mr. Mor- 
GAN,| 10 allusion to his colleague, [Mr. Gorpon,] said it waa 
their vocation tooppose retrenchment, and that he expected 
this because his colleague {Mr. Gorpon] had opposed the ap. 
propriation to Mrs. Harrison at the extra session. 

Mr. MORG > explained. Healluded to the expenses of the 
funeral of tix e President. 

Mr. BOWN 


yentleman on that floor | 

subject of party politics intothat discussion. 
it was ill-advised. That the inte 
the public in retaining them, 
y drill, ap peared t 


rests of 
should be 
10 pray 








} 
t 








aa he accepted the explanation. Weil, then, 
why was it that these peals were introduce Did not the 
rentleman himself vote for that bill! Was he not in favor of 
riving every dollar that the committee proposed who reported 
itt?) He (Mr. Bowne i heard but very few objections 


to it: and why should cue {Mr. Moraan] make the 
ubject of taunt to his gue [Mr. Gorpon] for opposing 
what he deemed lavish expenditures. 
Tr. GORDON sail, in explanation: I 
by my colieague trom the Cayuga 
the dehate on this resolution 





oi !not, as insinuated 
district, [Mr. MorcGan,] in 
yesterday, oan a speech or 





ive a vole against the appropriation to defray the funeral 
expenses of the President. So far frem it, in my re 
matks against the gratuity bill, giving $25,000 to the widow 
YFiarrison at the extra session, I dt sent stated that Congress 


ought, and no doubt would, out of a sense of decene ty and pro- 





prieiy, appropriate a reasonable ies 4s dete Giues abeen eB, 
and subsequently voted for it. Now, sir, my colleague was 
here, and must have heard what T said on that occasion, and 


must have been acquainted with the fact of my having, by my 








vote, sup} the measure which I had thus previous 
clared ecame Congress to adopt. Yet, sir, on yeste 

in his remarks on the resolution under consideration, with 
the tence or semblance of a single fact on which ¢ 

hits } face to say he “believed I was o ie 


remarks, he had 
' 
t 


of those who complained of the extravagances of the funeral 





expenses of the late General Harrison,’ and imputed to me 
a willingness “to prowl over the grave for objects of economy 
and retrenchment.’ Having made explanation, and set 


he matter 
to settle 


right in point of fact, I leave it to my colle 
with his own sense of propriety, with what 
candor or truth he made the imputation. 

Mr. BOWNE that if his colleague (Mr. Mor- 
consult his friends, he would not again, 
chmentand reform, introduce 
House the: ion of this hody during the ex 
, or the present winter. Why, on the question of 

two or three weeks of the time of the House 
nsumed by members, sitting there to'he tune of $8 
they had spent enough to pay forthese tw 
clerks: sages for several years But this couldt 
and nota heard on the retrenchment and re- 
form; members could Waste, nay, 
waste ; 

Mr. MORGAN rose 

Mr. BOWNE said, 
way for ai 


regard to 





vould repeat, 
ul the interests of 
ry que lion wivolving retre 





on é 





tothe notice ofthe 





tra session 
Abolitie 
had been ec 
1 day 


nism, some 








he done, 
voice ubject of 


it there and 





worseithan 


and desired to make an explanation. 


asa ile, he was willing to 





neral 





exypuana 


Mr. MORGAN 


I ask it forexplanation. Task mv colleacue 
if he did not vote aga t laying the resolutions on the table? 





Mr. BOWNE said he did, 
18 to the House. 
The SPEAKER 1 


would not bein order 


and he was willing to state his rea- 


timated that, to branch into that subject 








Mr. BOW Ne said he supposed that was the reason why hi 
colleague w willir to put the question, knowinzs well a 
question of a fe rwould beraised when the question had been 
popped.and thathe (Mr. Bowne) would not be allowed to an- 
swer. He was going to say that ordinarily he would give way 
for the purpose of ex; tion, but not for interrogation, 


when he had said a 
forareply. But he 


y thing which called upon any gentlemar 


alluc ed now, and 





merely for the reason 





the subject had 











been already introduced—and he alluded to 
twithoutany d aspect t » the emory ofthe late President of 
the United States. to the d ine of retrenchment and re- 
form, as practised by his league, (Mr. Morcan,] and those 


who acted with him during the extra session. He 
rratuity. in the face of the Constitution, 
thrown into the lap of the 


wealthy, 
world’a goods, and to the fact 


illuded to the 
and money which was 
who had sufficient of 
that not a word was the 


this 
n heard 








respecting the doctrine of retrenchment and reform. 1 ) 
alluded to the fact that when, for political party objects, it 
came »squander the people’s money by the Dis 

tion bill, making the ‘Treasury bankrupt, the patriotism oi tis 
colleague [Mr. More an} cooled, and not a word was; heard irom 
him of retrenchment aod reform. But when two pages ton this 
tiuor, and two clerks in the Clerk’s department were to be dis 
posed of—their laborers, the men who earned their bread by 
the sweatoftheir brow, their hard laboring and hard fisted 
men were to be disposed of, then they heard enough on the sub- 


necessary t 





lect of retrenchment and reform; then the patriotism 6f his 
colleage was waked up, and he could discover lavish e xpendi- 
tures. How much did they hear during the late Presidential 


campaign about the wages of labor? 


Thenthe Democracy was 
destroying the poor laborer 


then that cry was heard on every 
mountain top, In every valley, and onevery bill through this 
wide empire; but now the first reform attempted here was a 
blow aimed at the laboring man. Let the gentlemen opposite 
introduce that system in other departments,and he (Mr. Bowne) 
would go with them hand hand. He held in his 
siatement of expenditures, which showed an outlay om 
some of the Depariments for costly chairs on which to sit 
down; gold pens with which to decapitate heads; an 
papers, periodicals, and even a publication by 
Stael, besides many books of poetry 

Department. Now let them curtail those ex penditures~-jet the 
heads of the Departments understand by the action of the 
House, that such expenditures of the public money are not to 
be tolerated. [fe was as serious as his eolleague to curtail ex- 
travagance where it existed, but for Heaven's sake, “hand 
off?’ the little laboring boys and clerks who work, not only by 
day but by night. Let not the first onslaught be made on 
laboring men. Yet notwithstanding all this, he would go 
the committee if he thought the public interests wouid not 
suffer by curtailing these laborers. He repeated again, he did 
not impute any thing wroeg to the committee; but he 
they had erred, though with honest motives. He believed 
however, that = iny suggestions had been made by the commit 
tee, for which they deserved the thanks of the country. There 
was one item of public printing in which they thought $14,000 
a year could be saved: and in the reduction of such expendi- 
tures they should have his co operation, and he regretted being 
placed in‘a position of opposition lo any Curtailment Coming 
fronrany quarter, but he did it because he 





hand a 


inew 
Madame de 
for the head of the State 


their 


with 


behreved 


’ 





thought the service 





of the persons Was required, and for his opinious he had 
given his reasons. 
Mr. MILTON BROWN followed. Every man, he said, 


whether Whig or Democrat, was Mm theory an economist. Bu 
the difficulty was thatthe precise point at whicb reform shoul 
commence could never be found. 

be found by a large number of me 


{ 
And he feared it never would 
nbers on this 


hoor, Since 
his ears had been salute d with sounds ov this sul ject, (which 
was as long ashe could recolle avy thing) every one bad 


been an economist; but the misfortu 
pointed out where economy should commence, the respor 
was, No, not here, butin some other place. And he teared te 
precise place never would be found, 

The evil of which this country complained wa 
had been too liberal to is soldiers, er to the w 
who had served the country No; the con plait had 
the expenditures of the country had been enormeur 
and no one could tell where. 


Mr. B. alluded here to the 


eé was, that when apy one 








» shad 
5) NOtthat it 
nlows Of those 
heet 


¥ miereaset 


freat mice é 





» Ol pun I othices 





which had takey place in the various Departments of the @ 
vernment without autherity of law, but which were said to be 
legalized by appropriations for their salaries. In this way it 


was that the patronage of the 
tep by the pre-eit 
sponsibility rested nowhere. 

Now, what had the House done? 
mittee, I that committee, 
the subject, had made a 


Government had been extended 


! 


step to ie Te- 


enormous extent, abd yelt 
It had appointed a com- 
after au elaborate 
repoit, sfatiuig. 


Investigation of 
am ‘ ntl t 
amongst other thin 








’ 
that these two offices at least were unnecessary. Would t 
the House. witha desire to begin sincerely and in ceed ear 
the werk of reform, sustain the report of ti6é Committce 

His theory was to pay fair and shee lcompensation to every 
officer. Bui he was epposed to the mulupheation of offices m 
all cases without authority offaw, whether they were necessa 
ry or not. Tt was enough for him to know that the office was 


notestablished by Jaw; and such was the fac 
two Officers here referred to. And a stronger ev idence of the 
alarming progress which this mode of adding to the 
the Government had made, was to be found inthe fact 

was a solemn resolution introduced to abolish that which never 
had existed by law. 

Mr. B. proceeded to make a few general remarks on the sub- 
jectof economy and reform, and the obligation which rested on 
the Whigs to carry out their pledges in relauion thereto 

When. the morning hour having expired, (Mr. Brot having 
concluded) 

Mr. FILLMORE 

THE 

Mr. CUSHING, 


t in the case of the 





called for the orders of the ca 
BOARD OF EXCHEQUER 


chairman of the Select Committee on Fi 








nance and the Currency, rose and 1 that he bad nmin 
structed bythe Select Commitee onthe Plan of Pinanee to re 
quest permission to make a report in part on this subject this 


morning 





No « ‘tion being made 
Mr. ©. said that the said committee, to whom | refer 
red the petition of Thomas H. Baird, propo an ol 





finance, requested 
tion thereof 
Also, (Mr. € 


to be discharged from the lurther considera 


said,) the committee 


to whom had been refer- 
red so much of the President’s message as related to the pian 
of »>therein recommended to Congress, and to whom 





heen referred the letter of the Secretary of the 





accompanied by the draughtofa bill for the est 
nt of a Board of Exchequer, had instructed him to make a 
report in part, accompanied by a bill. 
The bill was then read a first time by ite tide, as follow 


“A till amendatory of the 
sury Department ” ~ 

Mr. BARNARD called for the reading of the } 

Mr. CUSHING presumed, he said. that he held the 
order to complete the report which the committee had autho 
rized him to make. 

Mr. BARNARD (addressing the Spec 
tent for me, 
bill at length? 

The SPRAKER 


privilege 


several acts establishis 








Vevey 
floor, j 






r.) Ts it not compe- 


on the !l for the reading of the 


second reading, to ca 


refure 
(Mr, 


said it was, unless the House should 
and the gentleman from Massachuse 
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CvusuiNne) would atill be entitied to the floor after the biil was 
read 

Objection was made to the reading. 

After a brief conversation, Mr. BARNARD witidrew his 
mouon. 

Mr. CUSHING then said, I introduce a report accomy anying 
the bill, and am instructed by the committee to move that the 
bill and report be printed; that they be referred to the Com- 
tnittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and that two 
thousand five hundred extra copies of the bill and report be 
printed. 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose and said, that, as a member of the com- 
mittee not concurring in the measure reported by the majority, 
or in the report of the committee which accompanied thé bill, 
he begged leave to submit a counter report. 

The report was understood to be (by leave) sent in. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland stated to the House that he did 
notconcur in the report of the committee; that it contained 
principies against which he was obliged to express his dissent, 
and as,according to parliamentary rule, it was necessary to 
obtain the leave of the House to make a counter report, he rose 
to give notice that he should probably hereafter submit his ob- 
Jecuons tothe bill and report in that form. He was anxious to 
reserve this rightto himself asa member of the committee, and 
would, at the proper time, perhaps, avail himself of it. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS moved that the same reference be 
given to his report which had been assignei to that of the ma- 
jority of the committee, and that the same number of extra co- 
piles be printed, 

Mr. ARNOLD hoped, he said, that noextra copies would be 
ordered of the reports. 

A division wis Called on the motion to print 

The report ani bill (presented by Mr. CusHinc) were then 
referred io the Committee of the Whole on the ‘state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed 

And the question recurring on the moiion to print 2,500 extra 
copie o} tie said bill and report— 

Mr. WiIsSt rose and said, that so far as concerned the fprint- 
Ing, the committee were (he believed) unanimous in making 
the report. F 

Mr.G. DAVUS said he was quite willing, if the House was so 
disposed, that no extra copies should be printed. But he hoped 
the report he submitted would, in that respect, abide the sam: 
fate asthe other, 

(Cries of ‘Certainly, sertainly.’’) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland said he would "now state 
what he had not known unul to-day, that the original report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, with the bill sent inat the 
commencement of the session, had never been printed, except 
for the use of the House. He thought it was fair and proper 
that the report should be printed, and he therefore moved the 
printing ofthe same number as 
present repor'.j 

Objections were made. 

Mr. TURNEY (making aremark not heard by the Reporter) 
moved that the further consideration of the motionto print an 
extra number be postponed until Monday week, that the House 
might have an opportunity to judge of the propriety and expe 
diency of agreeing to that motion. 

Mr. HOPKINS, on the principle, he said, of economy, moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. STANLY desired to know from the chairman of the com- 
mittee what the cou:mittee meant by a report in part? 

The SPEAKER. No explanation are in order unless the 
previous question is withdrawn. 

Mr. STANLY hoped no objection would be made to an an- 
swer being siven to hisinquiry. Objected to 

The question was then taken on the demand for the previous 
question. 

But the House refused to second the demand 

The question recurring onthe motion to print the extra num- 
ber of copies— 

Mr. STANLY said he now inquired of the chairman of the 
committee what the committee meant by a reportin party Had 
the committee finished the consideration of this particular 
scheme? Or what did the reportin part mean? 

Mr. CUSHING. T do not understand distiactly what the gen- 
tleman says. 

Mr. STANLY. Iwish to know what you mean by saying 
this is a report in part?) Has the committee concluded its deli- 
berations on this particular scheme, which has been referred to 
them, or nor? 

Mr. CUSHING, All I can say is, we present a report in part 
The gentlema: will judge for himself whether the committee 
has or has not discharged its whole functions 

Mr. ®TANLY. Then the gentleman declines to answer the 


was {moved in relation ,to the 





question. 
Mr. ARNOLD rose to say afew words on the motion to 
“print. 


Butthe SPEAKER here said that the unanimous eonsent 
which had been given by the House was fo receive the report, 
not to go intu a debate. 

Mr. ARNOLD was understood to say that the refusal of the 
gentleman froin Massachusetts (Mr. Cusnine] to answer the 
iquiry of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Stanry,] 
was conclusive that Congress ought not to print extra 
numbers of this, until they knew whether it was the whole re- 
port 

Mr. TURNEY insisted on his motion to postpone 

A brief conversation followed on a point of order between 
Mr. BRIGGS and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. SHIELDS (remarking that he understood the report was 
not a very long one) called for the reading of it 

The SPEAKER. Itt can only be done by an order of the 
House. 

Mr. S. MASON inquired of the Speaker whether, if the mo- 
tion to postpone prevailed, the ordinary number of the report 
and bill would not, in the interim, be printed ? 

The SPEAKER. That has already been ordere:! 

The question on the motion to postpone was then taken, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 50, noes not counted 

So the motion to postpene was rejected. 

And the question again recurring on the motion to print an 
extra number— 

Mr. CHRISTOPHER H. WILLIAMS (remarking, as the 
Reporter thinks, that the House ought first to ascertain whether 
an extra number ought to be printed, before giving the order) 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


Mr. WISE inquired of the Speaker whether it was nota 


matter of right, before voting for the printing, to have the paper 
read 4 





| 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that a gentleman 
from e (Mr. Turney) had submitted the same ques- 
tion; @ n the opinion of the Speaker, it was the right of 
he member 

Mr. MERIWETITER moved to jay the motion to print on 
the tabie. 

Messrs. WISE, STEENROD, and SHIELDS, then seve- 
rally rose and called for the reading on the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs, WISE, GEN 
TRY, FILLMORE, and G. DAVIS participated, 

When the Clerk proceeded to read the report. 

Mr. WISE hoped the gent!eman from Massdchusetts (Mr. 
CusHinG]} would read bis own report 

Objection was made, and some confusion followed. 

Mr. BRIGGS insisted that the gentleman had a right to read 
his own report. 

The SPEAKER said he had not decided to the contrary 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucy, inquired ifthe Speaker decil- 
ed that the genteman had the right to read the report? 

The SPEAKER said he did so decide. 

Mr. ANDREWSappealed from the decision 

Mr. CUSHING, Ihave a seat in this House; and I rise in my 
place to read the renort, as I havea right to do. 

Mr. ANDREWS insisted that the gentleman had not the 
right, the report being in possession of the House, and not of 
the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. HOLMES. @s this serious legislation, or is it boo- 
play ? ‘ 

Mr. BURNELL moved that his colleague (Mr. Cusurne] 
have leave to read the report. 

TheSPEAKER, There isalready a question pending onthe 
apreal. 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Heuse?’? was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the deersion of the Chair wasaffirmed, 

Mr. MERIWE (HER rose to withdraw his motion to lay the 
motien on the table 

The SPEAKER. Still the reading is demanded on the m«tion 
to print. 

Mr. CUSHING then read the report, and, after the report, 
the bill, which is as followe: 


A BILL amendatory of the several acts establishing the Trea- 
sury Department. 


Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Representatires 
of the United States of America in Congress assembl:d. 
That there shal! !:¢, and hereby is, created and established in the 
Treasury Departinent, at the seat of Government of the United 
States, a Board, te be called the Exchequer Board of the Unired 
States, co be composed of the Secretary ofthe Treasury for the 
time being, and the Treasurer of the Untted Siates for the time 
being, and one Commissioner, to be appointed by the President 
of the United States, with the advice an! consent of the Senate: 
the said Commsssioner to be appointed for four years; and nei- 
ther he not the Treasurer of the United States shall be removed 
from office, except for physical disability, incompetency, or ne- 
elect, or violation of dury; and, in case of any such removal, it 
shall be the duty of the President to lay the reasons thereof be- 
fore the SeRate; and the said commissioner shal! receive an an- 
nual salary of three thousand dollars; and the Secretary of ihe 
Treasury shall preside over the Board. 












Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said Board may es- 
tablish agencies or offices in the United States, not exceeding ten 
in the whole: and one of said agencies or Offices shall be esta- 
blished at the chy of Boston, in the State of Massachueetts, one 
at the citv of New York, in the State of New York, one at the 
city of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania. one the 
city of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, and one at the 
citv of New Orleans, inthe State of Louisiana, and one or more 
of all the uther five agencies or offices, if necessary for the pub- 
lic service, may be established, from time to time, at such other 
place or places as said B vard may deem expedient; and it may 
change the location thereof at intervals of twelve months, as 
the public service may require, for the transfer or safekeeping 
and disbursement of the pubtic money. 

Sec.3. And be it further enacted, That for the said Board 
there shall be a principal clerk, with a salary of —— dollars per 
annum, andaregister, with asalary of —— dollars per annum; 
and for each agency or office of said Board, to be established as 
aforesaid, there shall be one superintendent, witha salary 











of —— dollars per annum; and a register, with a salary 
of —— dollars per annum, and if the business of such 
agency or office require it, a clerk for each superinten- 


Jent, with a salary of —— dollars per annum, and a clerk 
for each re ith a salary of —— dollars per annum, and 
the said superin lent and register shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate; and the Secretary ofthe Treasury shall have 
power toappoint the seid clerks; and the said superintendents 
and registers shall be appointed for four years, and may be re 
moved by the President of the United states for physical disa 
bility, or incompetency, or neglect, or violation of duty; but in 
all cases ofremoval, the reasons therefor shall be laid before the 
Senate ofthe United States. Andthe Secietary ofthe Treasury 
shall have power, in case it shali be found necessary at any of 
the agencies, to appoint temporary clerks, not exceeding ten in 
ve transaction of the businese of said board and 
its agencies, subject to the supervision of Congress, with salaries 
at a ratenot exceeding —— dollars per annum. 

Sec. 4 And he it further enacted, That the Exchequer and 
its officers sha!l be the general agents of the Government of the 
United States for receiving, safekeeping, and disbursing the 
public moneva, and transferring and transmitting the same, un- 
fer the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury; andall pub- 
lic moneys received from whatever sources, shall. under the 
same direction, be paid into the the said Exchequer or its agen- 
cies, or to the order of the Treasurer of the United States. And 
the said Board of Exchequer and its several agencies shall pay 
all warrants, drafts, or orders thereon by the Treasurer of the 
United States, and by all disbursing officers or agents of the Go- 
vernment having authority to make such drafts or orders. And 
the said Exchequer and its officers shall perform the duty of 
Commissioners of loans, in receiving subscriptiona, transferring 
stock, and paying dividends and interest thereon under the di- 
rections of the Secretary of the Treasury; and shall render to 
the Treasurer ort he United States all necessary facilities for 
transferring and disbursing the public funds as shall be required 
by him, and shall perform all the duties of pension agents 
under the regulations prescribed by the Secretary:of War; and 
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the whole, for t 











shall render and perform ll ether duties and services in rela. 
tion to the collecting, keeping, aud disbursing of the public 
funds, as shatl be prescribed by law, or by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. ‘ 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shail be law- 
ful for the Exchequer atthe seat o! Government, and its seve. 
ral agencies, toreceive on private deposite gold or silver coin 
or bullion, the property of individuals, to be held as in other 
cases of deposite made by individuals for convenience and secu- 
rity, and to issue certificates of such deposite having been 
made; but the amount so deposited shall never exceed in the 
whole ten millions of dollars unless otherwige provided by law, 
tu be received on deposite as may be apportioned by the board 
among its several agencies according to the extent of their busi- 
ness respectively. 

sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said board and 
its agencies or officers are hereby authorized and directed, in alk 
cases Where the public creditors may prefer the same, to issue 
to them certificaies of deposite for the amount or amounts of 
debts due them by the United States; but the amount of said cers 
tificates to t ied to said public creditors shall not exceed the 
sum of ten millions of dollars issued and outstanding at any ene 
time, unless otherwise provided by law. And it shall be the 
duty of the said Board of Exchequer and each of its several 
agencies at all times so to limit the amount of certificates so 
issued that its gold and silver on hand shall be equal to the 
amount thereof outstanding. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the proper officer 
of the mint at Philadelphia and of the branch mints at New 
Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, Dahlonega, in the State of 
Georgia, and Charlotte, in the State of North Carolina, respec. 
tively, instead of the receipts now by them given, shall have 
power to issue like certificates of depositeto individuals or to 
the Government for the ameunt of ali deposites of bullion or fo- 
reign coin of gold and silver made in said mint or its branches 
for the purpose of coinage, under such regulations and checks 
for the security thereof as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
prescribe. 

Sec. 8. And he tt further enacted, That all the said certi- 
ficates of deposite shall be redeemable on presentation at the 
office, agency, mint, or branch mint where Issued; they shall be 
receivable everywhere in paymentof the public dues; no pre- 
mium = shall be demanded for issuing Ue same; and they shall 
be issued insuch denominations not Jess than five nor more than 
one hundress doilars, as the d-pusnor or public creditor may 
desire; and the Secretary of the Treasury shal! cause to be pre- 
pared and signed certificates asaforesaid, in such form as he shall 
prescribe, w be signed by the Treasurer of the United States, 
aud countersizned by the commissioner @! Exchequer. And 
the amount of al] such certificates of deposite, yu blic or private, 
outstanding at the end of every quarter, shall, sojoon thereafter 
asthe same may be ascertained, be published by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 










sec. ¥. And be it further enacted, That the said board o 
Eachequei may draw bills or dratis on any of 1s agencies, a 
nay authorize auy agency to draw bills or drafts on the board 
or avy other agency, | may sell and authorize i's agencies 
to sell, such bills or drafts fora premium not exceeding the 
fair cost of remitting specie to the place of payment, and in 


no Case to exceed two per centum onthe amountofsuch bill 
or draft: Provided, Thai no bili or draft shall be so sold except 
for cash paid in funds receivable in payment of public dues, ag 
hereinatrer prescribed. 

Sec. 10. And te it further enacted, That itshall be lawful 
for said Board ot Exchequer, and each of itsagencies, when or- 
dered or requireso todo by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to purchase domestic or forrign bills of exchange, for the pur- 
pose of transmitting the public funds ofthe Governmentto pay 
Its Crecitors, or for public use, ard for no other purpose what- 
ever. And itshall not be lawful for the Board of Exchequer, 
or aby agency, to purchase or se!l any bill or draitdrawn by 
or upon member or officer thereo!, or in which such member 
or Officer shall be in any way interested, nor to receive any de- 
posite of any mony belonging to any such officer er member; 
and no bill shall be purchased, or draft sold at any agency, 
without the assent oftwoof its members, 

Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That all payments 
made by the said Board of Exchequer, and any of i's agencies 
or offices, or any disbursing officer of the United States, shall 

le In gold or silver coin, or, With consent of the public 




















be made 
creditor, in Treasury notes, or certificates of deposite to public 
creditors as hereinbefore provided, andin no Otuer medium of 
payment whatever. And all dues tothe United States, ur any 
officer or department thereof, may be paidin gold or silver 
coin, in certificates of deposite issued under this act, in Trea- 
sury notes, orin the notes of banks which shall be immedi- 
ately convertible intospecie atthe place where received. And 
the Board of Exchequer at the seat of Government, and 
each of iis agencies, shall settle weekly or oftener with all 
banks in their neighborhood whase paper they may have re- 
ceived, and pay or collect, as the case may be, al! balances be- 
tween if and said banks; and no individual shall be allowed at 
atany (ime, as debtor to the Exchequer, or any of its agencies, 
In account, 

Sec. 12. And he it further enacted, That no agercy es- 
tablished in any State uwder the provisions of this act shall, 
contrary to any law which such State may enact, receive any 
other deposites than those of the United States, or make or 
sell drafis, or purchase bills otherthan such as shal! be neces. 
sary in the collection, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
funds. 


Sec. 13 








And he it further enacted, That the said board 
shallhave power to provide regulations fer the government of 
the agencies aforesaid, the transaction of their business, and 
the rendering accounts of all theiy proceedings; and, in such 
reguiatl . they shall soassign and arrange the duties of the 
superintendents, registers, and clerks herein provided, as that 
the sa ‘rintendents and registers shall be checks upon 

1 other; and, for that purpose, they shall require that the 
ounts and proce zs of each shall be entered by them, 
or by their respectiveclerks aforesaid, in separate and proper 
books; and the said board shall require ofall the principal offi- 
cers employed in such agencies bonds to the United States for 
such an amount, and in such form, as the Se cretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe forthe faithful performance of their 
duties, to be renewed annnally, er oftener, if the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall require. And full and exact accounts of the 
proceedings of the board and its several agencies shal] be fur- 
nished to the Secretary of the Treasury, as often as he may 
prescribe; and it shall be the duty of the said Secretary to 
ay abstracts of the same before Congress, at the commence, 
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tated the fact on his own responsibility, and it 
ul! prove it, that General Jack wa 
ipromise t, and signed itwith the grea 











sta allay enti ( 
I 1 e | re r ine pay 
liihiiister i i M i nis 
V ich W t rit t ( iritnitte ) 
3, Which leredon yesterday tot 
iken t I be third tin ind passed, Viz 
lef Cap Throckt 0 
t 1 f t eo tu iin i ria 
rvices of | militia, 
euel [ certain settle } pl ‘ and 
rived of t benefits of th ra re 
, which wasapproved or the 19th June, 1834 
‘tthe e Arkansas river 
Madrid locau ind pre-emption rights, un 
yan ct to appropriate the proceeds of 
! and I pre-eu if vl 3 
r4,1 lLsva author! t Governors 
Arka Misseurt ¢ t e st 
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it of Ephraim Sy \ 
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ref of Caroline E. Cinherall, wi vy of Dr 
ra easur n rny of u Un 
IT, on leave, introduced a bil thor t 
1 war steamer for harbor defence, which 
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THE CASE OF THE CREOLE 


¢ reaolution submitted by Mr. WALKER on the 


it > President ofthe United State be request 
Sena Wy in his voinion, im would 4 be ce 
! rest y,andif any, what 





HOLDING OFFICE WITHOUT EXPRESS 


PROVISION BY LAW, 
r resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. THEN 
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lentof the United States be request 





»th senate, from all the several 





ve number and names of the various 
ers (or by whatever other designation of 
1 or known) who are not officers, azents, 
‘rs by express provision of law, setting forth the 


yppointments, the service to which ap 
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ticular Department to which such service ap 
y have severally been appointed, by wh 
era pointments are assun » be cnacte 

ir expenses allowed to each, from what fu 
iat authority payment thereof is directed to be 


APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVS 


ton, submitted yesterday by Mr. HEN. 


lopted, v 








it the Se retary of tl lire ed but 
e, intabular form 1 heads and vi 
itat he infor im Sse} uni nct 
sulfs,a ll f all the appointments made inthe 
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COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT 





mitted yesterday by Mr. Mc 

; 7 
at in Retrenchs ! a ed 
ilfecs oO Senate, whose duty it sha € 
| rea c t itu { ‘ { , tne 
urting 1 fto inquire w her at 
reire ! un be made wihout 1 vin 

— ' ' tocvett w h 
\ hey } n i eom expedtr 
va Ito 1? ‘ , rdered t 

! ve Chair 
' 

N, fror e{ mitt Jabra reported 
’ ( her nivutro ttl h ce 1 
nd ordered to as readi 

ISTON submitted at mj ling for the re 
tw library of the Senate; which was read 
e reports on private aims were laken ft 
curre i hv the Sel ate 
i the Secretary of the Treasury to aud 
nats of David Gelston, former colector of the 


New York, was taken up asin committee of the whole, 


liscussed by Messrs. PHELPS and WRIGHT 


that he had not yet seen that report. 
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in favor, and Mr. SEVIER in opposition to the bill, it was re 


, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 





ported tothe S nate 


Mr. MANGUM made a mouon that when the Senate adjourr 
idjourn till Monday next E 
Mr. MERRICK resisted the motion, because the Select Com. 
ittee on the project fora Board of Ex hequer would be pre 
pared to submit a report on that subject on to-morrow. 
Mr. WALKER, one of the Select Committee, in rephy, stated 
The measure itself was 
ie most Hnportant of the session, and an opportunity should, 









herelore, be atforded to scrutinize the report, before it was pre- 
nted tothe Senate it might contain some objectionable mat 


er, Which would require a counter report from those of the 


commitiee Whodisagieed with the majority. This, he main 


uned, was in itself rod re 
rate Ull Monday 

After some further conversation between Messrs. MERRICK 
ind WALKER, the question on adjourning over till Monday, 
Was put and agreed to 

Ailer the reference of numerous bills from the House to ap 
propriate committee 


On motion, the Senate then adjournaed till Monday next 


for the adjournment of the Se 


IOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 18, 1842, 
Phe journal of yesteriay was read and approved. 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
The SPEAKER announced the following gentlemen as mem- 
ers of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in place of 
Messrs. Hotmes, CHAPMAN, and M. A, Coopgr, heretofore re 





! 
Mr. Carutuers, of Tennessee, 
Mr. A. H_H. Srvarr, of Virginia 
Mr. Meri wetner, of Georgia 
the committee, under this, tts third organization, is com 
lof the tollowing members 
Mr. J. Q. Apams, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. CaLes Cusuine, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. Horace Everett, of Vermont 
Mr. Francis Grancer, of New York. 
Mr. Epwarp D. Wuirte, of Louisiana 
Mr. AvGus7Tins H. Suepperp, of North Carolina. 
Mr. Canuruers, of Tennessee 
Mr. A. H. H. Stvarrt, of Virginia; and 
Mr. MeriwetHeEr, of Georgia. 
THE NAVY 

Mr. J.C. CLARKE, on leave, reported, from the Committee 

on Naval Affairs, the following bill 





A BILL establishing additional ranks in the Navy of the United 


States, and for other purposes, 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
f the United States of America, in Congress assembled, 
Fiat there be established in the Navy of the United States 
woadmiral, vice admiral, and rear admiral: Pre 
hat there shall not be appointed more than two officers 
of the first rank, three of the second rank, and three of the 
third rank. 

Bec, 2 











further enacted, That the annual pay 
e appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to fill said 1anks shall be 
as follows 


And be 
I 


of the officers to 


Theadmiral, at all times when on service, five thousand dol 
lars; when on leave of absence or waiting orders, four thou- 
sand dollars. 

The vice admiral, at all times when on 


5 hone } ' 
five thousand dollar 


ervice, four thousand 
when on leave of absence or waiting or 
ders, three thousand tive hundred dollars. 

The rear admiral, at all times when en service, four thou- 

und two hundred and fifty dollars; «o hen on leave of absence 
Ww Waiting orders, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And he it fu f That after the passage ot 
this aet, no pay shal! be allowed to the senior captain as such; 
but that all the captains in the navy (except captains Who may 
command squadrons) shall receive the same pay as established 
by the act of Marcel 3, 1835, and that such squadron captains 
shall receive the pay allowed by said act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That said admirals shall 
rank and command in the order named in the firstsection of this 
ict, and shail be appointed from the next inferior grade, viz 

t he navy ofthe United States. 











fromthe camams olf 

The bi iving be read twice by its tile, Mr. CLARK 
moved thatit be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
he state of the Union, and that it be printed 

Mr. WARREN called for the reading of the bill; which 
having been read, 

Mr. W. moved that it be laid onthe t ‘ 

Mr. J.C. CLARK asked the yeas and nays on that motion 
which were ordered. 
r. MALLORY said that as the House was about to act thus 
tly ublect which, although it had net been considered 
here, had received very great attention in the Committee on 
Naval Atlairs, he wouldea irthe reading of the report, 
Mr. WARREN was understood to submit that the question 
was not hy 

Mr MALLORY was not debating it, he said. 
tor the readir 
The SPEAKER said that the genleman had aright to call 


for the reading of the report 








‘ 
Ile was mere 


y callir of the report 


And the Clerk proceeded to read it, and had made some pro- 
rress therein, 

When Mr. WARREN (making a remark not heard by the 
Reporter) withdrew the motion to lay the bill on the table 

And Mr. MALLORY withdrew the motion tor the reading of 
the report. 

And then the bill and report were referred to the Committee 
ff the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed 

Mr. MALLORY, on leave, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay of the clerks of the Bos 
ton, New York, and ¢ irinavy vards; which was read twice, 

eo! the Whole on the state oj the Union, 





referred tothe Comm 


ordey d to be printe 1. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut asked leave to have a cer 
tain Senate billreferred to the Committee on Commerce 

Mr. SUMMERS called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. C. MORRIS ; 1 








sked leave to introduce the following reso- 


lution: which was read for information 
Resolved, That the Clerk of tbe House be directed to furnish 
to such members of the present House of Representatives as 
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ve not already received t! uch books as we rnished 
tl nembers Of the last Llo Provided, I 
pall re ltoa i et rep oft 

iid book 

Objection being made. the re ion Was pot receiy 

REPOR1I N RETRENCHMENT 

The linished business of the mor hour was reled 
{ the Select Committee on Retrenchment o ( mel 
expenditues of tbe House. and the resoluti erefo app d 
Mr. MILTON BROWN resumed the floor. and 


Wes abou 
proceeding in his reinarks, when, atthe 4 stot Mr. FILI 
MORE, he gave way; and ¢t l er til t 


e¢ W laid ov 














) 
orrow, Mr. B. retaiut: floor: and 
Mr. FILLMORE (with the cor tas he said, of t} ait 
ian of the Committe i Claim Mr. Gippin et 
iiar order of priva I I ioves lav. as the re 
vere not made) move ithe House yx vel nto Com 
tee of the Whole Heo e Sta fthe Uni 1 
walved that motio 
Phe following « I =| i \ é 
ad a third time and passe 
A bill for the reli t Praneis G. MeCa 
A bill tor i tthe Sprint 1 Ma cturi Con 
a Vv 
A bill for the reliefof John P. Car ¥ 
A bill to amend 1 emule “An act for the , if 
Chauncey Calhoun.’’ 
A billtorthe retiet of Jo Perkins, Jaines Per 
lames G. Perkins 
A bill tor the reliet of Conrad H 
A bili for re i sylvy r? | vi the heirsa 
gal representatives of Chart ti, ce a | 
4 bill for the relief ot O icy 
A bill direct bounty land warrant » issue for th I 
vices ol General Duy ul, General Atmand,and Ma e 
Colombe 
A bill for the rehet of Jane Fer herg, widow of Captair 
Hawkins Boon, 
A bill for the reliet of John Hood 
A bill for the relief of Pe ky, an O laga Indian 


A bill for the reliefof Phompson Hutchinson 

A bill for the relief of Joho England 

A bill for the reliet of James Deatley. 

A bill for the relief of Kiizabetl Jones and others 

A bill for the relief of Burnett Burdsall 

A bill to authorize the payment of the seven years’ half pay 
jue on account of the Revolutionary services of Captain Wi 
iam Kelly 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself int 

Cominittee of the W ico he state of the Union, (Mi 


































of Massachusetts In the chair.) and resumed the consi 
the “bill making appropriati for the civil and diy 

ypenses of the Governme oy e year is42 

The item under consideration when the committe as! rose, 
was the following 

“No. 2. For} f the of 1 mM i Senate ar 
Tlouse of Kepre atiyes, In titluon to th um ready appro- 

Mr. McK EON having withdrawn his proposed amendinent 
to this item, (ieducing 1¢ $1,000) 

Mr FILLMORE, in pursnance, | of order of the 
House mstructing the committee to st > outall items of ay 
propriation for objects not authorized by Jaw, cffered the fol 
owing amendment tothe said item 

Strike out $12. 500 and insert $2. 000; (being for tlances of 
three ¢ in the fi {the Secretary of the Senate; three in 
the office of the Clerk of tie House, and of the Postmaster of 
the House. ) 

Mr. RANDOLPH iid he understvod a pat ran tthe 
vices were provided tor by resolutio Wa ’ iLatiaw! 

Mr. FILLMORE asked ( reading e lisirucuo o 
comn 

But they were not immediately a vid 

so FILLMORE gave his 1 ec of then They 
Vere to strike oul ail appropriations for ten n authorized by 
aw. 

Trere could be no dou to the wor W I 
either more nor t tha aii aul waity ry f by t Ww he 
legislative power 

Mr. WISE inquit Mr. Fitiaort er | Mr. I 
tended sh ats ‘ers ayo é vi ion were io be 

luded by the i ’ W i Vha 
the House tselfu t 

Mr. FILLMORE said he under which 
he gentleman from Tenn e{Mr.G iy} moved to str 
out were ie salar er ith tt {rl : i 
provided for by the reso is Of each Tt 

Mr. WISE o ete He tos ! ure ion tha 
House ay a) l ’ tk wa 1 ict wweA 1 uw 
House and of Sena Igned he Presy fo 
peratinent at icers | yotine ix u I 

After some conversation, Mc. WISE sut he Chair 
as a pomnt of order, wh ror notan \ lin cre- 
ated by a resolotion of the H f viet ' 

Ihou 

TieCHAIR led that it did no 

Some conversation follow yoen Me WISE, FILL 
MORE, and the CHAIRMAN 

Wien Mr. LEWES WELLIAMS appeaied from the decisto 
yf the ¢ ul 

Mi follow planati | 

’ ) ropo ’ rf V | é 
ple } wW | 1 1 ’ i 
luring the dea m iu he € 
the Whote r ’ Vi maf™M Wi 
gested that t strued ‘ woply t 1 rs 0 
fieu > had y ion { Hho } 
ut we ¢ { ' 
ean fth t ! t ' ’ | 1 j y 

rt “ 1 | ell | ed Dawe 

cr el a ’ 5 it 
relat vi \ lon was ta T ny 

law, aod. th i 1 ed wasneo c 

uy I tye i i ( i ' Hou vo ein 


structions whic Im 
Mr. GENTRY bay nade this explanation, 
Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew his appea 
And Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his amendment 
The item was then passed ovet 
“No, 3. Forstationery, fuel, printing, and al) other incidental 
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: : : he sum | The con vould observe that this lange amount was re 
| i ' i Its ht be said the Executive branch 
{ responsibility toust rest there 
res ileast on the members of 
ye biy rest. The Executive 
il Repr Live ur votes, and to ask members 
iate ! { Mr. Jetferson’s rule of specific 
MK) P I | ! i million of dollars on contin- 
‘ ll e Oo ins, Was foput them to asevere 
y y re MuUSL De Some Contingencies 
- Hou Rep V I rsmatlitems which cannot 
; Willasst h r contingen- 
‘ er 1 vuchor toy clerks and heads of 
eng ' ’ ver Would sanction if called 
' h cler Ilave gentlemen examined the 
ec ve De itinebts on expendi 
1 ) ‘They will find upwards 860,000 
I \ I } iftrhient, upwards of $60,000 
; e throughout all the 
I fi i nmer Look the State De 
for d special messengers. He 
i : tir committee now only toa lew 
i ' he manner of expending ¢ 
for the information of the com- 
HAIRMAN . t ( he cities of New York and Bogs 
he . i = ] I from the State De 
y j rent parts of the world, 
tary, and ive with creat pune 
: y i papers of the Government, 
i | i a Hes, no special mes 
: f if i =) last June, however, 
rine » far as he could learn, to Pa. 
{ WW ere a laces communications have been 
5 : ithe State Department here 
nrop 1 I Now we find the following 
' iat ¢ e 
tj wou $340 
t he 340 
i ret T net ) 40 
is Go m wa 3 Phe | 5OO 
os ofitable ire A {le é i re time in the new papers 
commi Mr. McK 1 he | ind the despatch-bearer in 
en é conte ( j 
ndth iount of echarges ¢ | Looking at the | un, we find upwards of $100 paid to 
It was nece iry thatthe comm) {| ‘Thomas Allen for printing a reviewof the opinion of the Su- 
y e ground before they could properly {| preme Court ofthe Siate of New York, in the McLeod case, 
hts rem rye ist t seem |} anderquatu How much for the latter branch of the charge 
whet ‘ th e examine d not appea Buti rikés me as rathera strange exercise 
' , | v the Ex {the power ofa department to pay out public moneys to 
i f essily “oa ww, as the language ol the preface ot this review states, that 
ire I the if ves State eer yusly erred; and that review 
ww 1 1] i Hion, Daniel We er, Secretary of State, who 
‘ ite i i { with that court of lav Tien again we find an item 
yoria by v t! uid four hundre le rs paid to our Repub- 
: S| i | i I mB il exp rile the coronation 
Ge a j ror Den Pedr il 
( 7 i} Mr. Mck. vy i I the ¢ | he could 
ia | ' 1} Inte ul ! L Liter i e De ets 
xg l i ’ he item u f 1 ussio ] 
° } 5 85 ri mmimittes ud Mr. Mek. would do |} 
: ‘ | ttey Ile w t indulging In political assaul 
ts Departmer ni) vot tu yw how natural it When we gave such 
N east I utive Bail | 1] under the head of contingencies, for those into whose 
1.500 il i he matter was thrown expended the hard earned money 
: ART f I] ofthe peo © use the mildest term, and he would use a milder 
ie } || term, if suggested him, had spentthat money without a pro- 
i} perdecre {prudent economy 
W ; t] 
| VS | ! ity hese expen- 
i.! i i ‘ 4 t freater me 4 
I prese ould 
) v i | ri ‘ ' iittee of 
Wavy iM " t l, i do all he could to econo- 
1 1) i wa ' sed ta have wccess to ali the Depart 
if » know their want ) ih Where retrenchment 
( id oO 7 ; i For himself, h Mr. K 1dmitted that his 
R l ) 1 vere no pert us t f the Committee of Ways 
1} Mea t wa I It he could have his ow 
1] vieh ! ta W | i thi back to the 
| itte exam \ report the results of 
4 Hl to If that y ew ‘ t T 
i i mat } na { t 
it va ire chhonat 
“ iI ) ‘ 
1} , 
’ i} the 1 1 iW how how swoller 
j ’ ) 1 t I hh t year lo yeat Ile referred gen 
I i tt I UNL, € ray int as 
| ‘ ¢ , V lor Paper, lor 
. a | ) Departmentsof the Go 
) : wi rse of 
| t ippropriated 
‘ ‘ expe 
iH Hi ’ i@ Waa 
‘ a! 
j ! r0 
) | ‘ ‘ 
4 j ‘ | neo SIA 
q re) 1 1 cK. w wt t eot ve 
4 o f j it i j { ‘ i 
i ) ; | il 0 hn 
| i flow toatl Who were 
| i ! ! Wd c ra 
p : | V ’ ly 
- ‘ , j her ' ! 
} 1 FILEMORI rd in 
} j ! ral 
{ ! i he 
; 4 rm. ¥ , 
: a j i yt ‘ ! ‘ i pre 
| c Way ‘ i 
} , i ’ the 
e ‘ | . ‘ the 
' i oil It it at 
» vould be benefited by 
| I 
| wh f now hbetore th 
aon i if i : V y Guest ow under conside- 
» SAK) | ration? In 1840, during the last lone session. when Mr. Wood. 


iry boasted that he had. in hi stimates, broughtdown the 


| 
© 1.129.393 53 | expenses of the Government to $18,000,000, or at least put 
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} y t Hou nust have } a great inany night sessions to have con. 
I id wa an dit w ; sumed so vasta quantity of oiland candies. Here then was 
j ea G a ka esse r hi xt zantextent, and he 
, va rn { ‘ it i fexpenditure. This matter 
i abi t i ry ne Was shame y ex rant, and when we 
\ idestroy the } y k, | | 1 refor t us prive ourselves 
y e Hest € Is N 3 » much money, and 
3 ‘ e the yublic service. The 
erk ’ eH Mr. B. said, were paid too high 
j i For eig ! rvice 1 r, and very litle over 
: ' \ 1 three mn ther y re t sompensations than any 
4 2n : era employed er the Government And, 
i R i { e were I in bis opinion were neces 
Saryy Instea V two of them, as proposed by 
} y i re he « he Co; gent Expenses, he 
: spene { r tive. ‘'wenty thousand do} 
; rn e that all of them had been or 
\ ‘ ry lo ate ess of the House Be 
: , e Hl he would observe 
ea i t . ero f litures that required reduc 
. 9 ' I nilleage of members, in which 
Ww i but in‘ustice. He had n 
A ) NX a re to I Ww ho lived at a distar ce, 
1] ' 3 : i } ha 1 maxe fortunes out of 
ra G 1 i wa The 10 labored for his daily 
é é n y his ps t travagances,and it was the 
{ if it ha miber hat while they were 
: . . i ‘ y ) h sple wid magnifidence, they for 
, u : t {they i \ fthe country, who were 
' 4 1 x { pay wr it While we, said 
‘ ry Mr. B wa } vo lay our pages, we should not 
\ e di wist 1 1 . ‘ I i sinthe couatry who 
f irn ft .day for the support of a wi 
(; : , ' { ra e| f el He fully appreciated the 
; ) j { f the 4 } 1 saw their smiling laces, and 
: 1+} , | with which they served him 
v. i i i } f ~ athy forthem, the 
No claims and met nt th thers equally deserving of 
Si regard. Mr. B id y thing andevery person, members 
’ . ks, officers, € é pages, and contingencies, in and 
se ben Anat I i he House.and both Houses, were too costly, too expensive 
place \ I Speaker whooce the Chaircost too much; the mem 
rs themselves cost too much; allallevery body and every thing 
tit proy rr icht. in the pre conditi { e public Treasury, to be 
r ment and reform as it ay ! ¢ mae to feel its contractio No feeling of sympathy for per 
G rnment generally. rela ; ul or politica FOUL « flice, no personal ease or 
ration—the expense e HT xury should m their duty to their constitu 
v ich room for 1 vw who weret {forthemselves. All the mo 
‘ ey wanted for these objects would have to be drawn 
4 lituy if the Hon y om the wea!th or labo yple themselves, and much of 
' Let the iten . from the hard earni ot severe toil and comparative if not 
1 ha s. and mat sitive} Let i appropriated with the strict 
wed he 2nd urd i Ifthey showed a just 
' whi ¥ ' ) i ( elr own expenditures 
( Ife , M i re e coniidence of the people in all 
' Ur B ’ sin ' i sof the Government. If 
v tailed apply roper reforms to themselves, the peo 
nal } e \ ! have no i i hatapplied to others, and 
' nfidence e secured for their acts by a 
fon } - yurse of legislati ove suspielo 
e paper 46 7¢ A message ll ing W e received from the President 
3 steel per 2 G22 95 f the United States by the hands of Joun Tycer, Jr. Esq. his 
1} a Lling Wax , HD private secretary 
46 OM . 1.657 60 Mr. FILLMORE said, before the question was taken, he 
oe 197 44) deemed it due to the Clerk of the House, who made the esti- 
e, to send t e tat i¢ letter of the Clerk, that an ex 
f i might pe rea 
I Clerk then read tl vii 
. j “Ag re item of $150,000 tor contingent aad inciden 
y , x PE i mere é y founded only on a mere 
f > WwW > \ ses may amo ! to, com 
_ ! They are entirely contingent and 
In re n v e Clerk, in transmitting 
he Treasury Department, makes the following 
i ‘ rhi lone n ne half of the amount 
same ] for the long and corresponding 
( { Congre i wi ot say that I deem it en 
\ é ut, so faras I any control over the ¢ 
1] \ | re HH it ist ention to observe astrict 
; k 794 ‘ t | ijl use my endeavors to make it meet 
i ' rks ) pur 8 W it Wasappropriates 
} ¢ I 67 } W ! “h re ent servant, 
{ New 4 é =. BURCHE, 
' fe Office Ho. Reps. U. 5 
eac! Ww t I t Mr. F.) bv referrence to the 
€ ft] e ( ‘ 1 ’ estima ed by the present 
. \ ( this Hlouse for the present 
12 ‘ at ft his predecessor for 
' R ‘ ‘ 1 ( ret 
; ‘ eKEO.N ‘ f he expenditures of 
x ( It ‘ | ™ Is motion to 
i I A 1 ms world be required 


make room for these 





i ) me | \ r ilred to carry on the 
Ls i } | Nort! ey ech an of the Committee of 
: VW Mi t mmittee, wouldask for 
' : vi t " ! Other appropriations, likewise 
1 and. A 1 f able, w ery 1 y er members 
‘ H H M IRAHAM he whole section No. 4 
\ } ¥ > insert] l wanrov . that hereafterno siauionery 
r y , , . any kit wii v 1 ‘ rnish to any member of this 
: Ho ut tl ° : 
5 Mr. J.C. CLARK sa t had been before a select 
P i i \ el ein the report ofthat 
, f ur mor Was itin order now to 
| y 1 t move this proviso as a sub- 
\V T t 
; The CHAIRMAN lid inderstand that this precise 
\ ositi vas i einany other form, and did 
' 1 v \ , 0 nis 1,co 1 ! I order It was not pro 
‘ P ais riv ana ‘ ! iment. And, as such, was not 
i nenk Ilow y win or W 1 be wl the pending amendment 
He g e. One thousa mild ! 
sls; one usand papers of black sa Phe question was then taker the motion of Mr. McKEON 
50) 8; 1,170 lbs, wafers, &r. & | ind the vote was—ayes 31, noes No quorum 
here are matters, said Mr. B. connected with our expendi Tellers were then called who reported (the vote again 
whichIam inclined to think. ifthe Committe 1! being taken) ayes 35, noes70. No quorum. 

I t t co ued, will be found t mnneces Mr. FILLMORE hoped his celleague would withdraw his 

N e candles and oll—over two thousand dollars amendment, after this expresssio! i the House against it 
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The amendment not betng withdrawn, the vote was again 
taken, and resulted as folliows—ayes36, noes 82. Still no juo 
rum voting. 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact to the 
House. 

A message from the Senate was announced; but 

Mr. BRIGGS raise e point that it could not, according to 
the rules, be received in the absence of a 

And the SPEAKER so decided 

Mr. WISE moveda call of the House 

Which motion prevailing, the list of names was cailed, and 
153 members having answered to their names— 

Oo motion of Mr. WISE, turther proceedings in the call wer 
dispensed with. 

{A message was then received from the Senate announcing 
the passage,by that body of several bills 

Mr. THOMPSON ot ATissi Sippl asked leave to offer a reso 
ution, providing for the publication le names Of absentees o 
a cail of the House, &c 

Mr. BAKNARD objected 

Cries of ‘*‘movet ysusp 

Mr. MORGAN hoped |: 
withdraw his objectio 

Mr. BARNARD declined to dos 

Phe SPEAKER here said that a quorum being now ¢ 
he felrit to be his duty to yicld the chatr to the Chairman of 
the Committe®. 

The CHAIRMAN [Mr. Baiaes] then resumed his seat 

The question recurring on the amendment. the vote was 
taken by tellers, wbo announced—yeas 41, nays 9i 

So the amendment was rejected 

Mr. GRAIIAM said he had intended his amendment nsa sub- 
stitute for this whole section, but the sense of the committe 
having been taken, and they having decided that the sectx 





quorum 





resevt 








should remain, he would move to add his amendment (above 
given) as a proviso at the end of the section 

It was very evident, he said, that there Was s hing ) 
in the contingent expense He had been opposed to th 
many years, and believed they ought tocut off all expen for 


the members of this House He had not, and he would not, 
vote for any contingentfund over $100,000, That was enough, 
and be thought morethan enough. lt! more was needed, let the 
proper committee specify the items. He was totally opposed 
to these general, vague, and indefinite appropriations for the 
contingent fund 

Mr. FILLMORE thought 1t would be better to dispense with 
this subject until the action on the resolution from the Commi 
tee on Retrenchment, and appealed to the geuntl 
North Carolina [Mr. GRAHAM] to withdraw his amendment to 
this bill and bring it up when the resolutions tror 








tee on Retrenchment were under consideration It was entire 
y unnecessary to de his bilby an invidious distinction be 
tween this Jlouse an! the other relative t ‘ontingent « 
penses 

Mr. GRAHAM said he did not intend any invidio listine 
tion. Hethought they should begin by @ reduction of then 


ownexpenses. And if he thought that they had power, he 
would also include the stationery of the Senate in this amend 
ment. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to amend the amendment by adding 
the following words: Except such as may be necessary for en- 
velopes.”’ 

Mr. A. remarked that gentlemen certainly did not intend to 
req ulre members of this House to pay our of their own pockets 
for envelopes to public documents tosend to their constituents 
It was due to the people that they should be enabled to furnish 
them with information by the public documents. He hoped 
the gentleman would accept his amendment as a modification 
As to the stationery furnished to him, he cared not a straw 
for it. 

Mr. GRAHAM declined toacceptit, as he apprehended his 
a:nendment did net embrace envelope paper 

Mr. ARNOLD was of the opi that itdid. 

Mr. GRAHAM then acce pred the amen Iment, and according: 
ly modified his proposition. 

Mr. MALLORY movedto amend the amendment by adding 
the words “and public documents.” 

Mr. FILLMORE suggesied to the gentleman from North Ca 
rolina (Mr. GraHAmM] to modify his amendment so as to apply 
to both Houses, or state to which itapplied to prevent confu- 
sion hereafter. 

Mr. GRAHAM then moditied his amendment by striking out 
the words “to members of this House,” and inserting “to mein- 
bers of Cong ns 

Mr. WISE said he rose at the very first opportunity to carry 
out the determination he had some time since entertained, to do 
all in his power to vindicate the Representative branch of this 
Government. He had seen with regret that there had been 
systematic attempt from many quarters lo dezracde 
nor it, and to deprive it of its d re “tat ‘ 























ress 














weight in the Government of the United Stu Ite had see 
Itinthe press—in the press of this city—commencing partici 
larly with the press of this House, and going throughou 
press of the whole country, as it were a combined attac 
this branch of Government. He hal no idea tha ren 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Gratiam] had any such desig 
by this proposition. The gentleman, he had no doubt, woul 





go as far as he woul tli tepresentative branch of 
the Government. He rose solemnly to call the attention of thi 
House. as the Representative branch of the Government, to this 
attack. Every disorder, whether personal or general, every 
delay, was held forth to the peoy s country, and every 
disorder of the people of this country was held up io Murope by 
the enemies of free institutions. He knew not whether there 
was a design to d tat this branch of G 
vernnient, but ev 








y the respectability of 














‘ al 
this continued altar patrio 
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how he undertook t vy 

Toapp!y the > rem en satd 
here, and he did notir hc 
rolina, that the n ved to 
much pay ¥ a pa rf ir 4 juisites, and thet 
fore the question their pay was raised. Tfe niet that 
question by saying that the Rept itatives of the peor 
were worse paid than any other ollicers of this Gover 
ment. There was nota man on this floor who was worthy 
to represent 47,500 people who lid not sacrifice thous: 





every year, whether lawyer, doctor, oc farmer They were 
separated from their wives and chi d ! from their busi 
ness, and sent here to serve the pu and then were me 
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showing such undisguised distespect for the unanimous opi- | 
y 


nion of those who brought him into power, that his mean 
cannot be misunderstood. Of this character is the appoint- 
ment of the marshal of Middle ‘Tennesse , and the selection for 
Government favor of the organ at Nashville, which has, in all 
possible ways, without the restraints of ordinary decency, 
sought to vilify the Whigs of Tennessee 

{The Speaker suggested that this was nut strictly in or 
der. ] : 

Then, sir, (continued Mr. B.) I ask pardon for this digres 
sion. I only desired to say that the Whies of Tennessee at 
least should not be held responsible for the Executive or his Ca 
binet. But IT must be permitted to say that the reference of the 
honorable gentleman from New York,{[Mr. Bowne] asa party 
thrust, was unfortunate. The items reterred to were charged 
ata date prior to the 4th of March, and were the expenditur 
of Mr. Forsyth, Whata prodigiousmistake! A Democrat has 
hrown censure Ona brother Democrat! Butit was alinieatake. 
Such a thing isnever done know ely. Democracy can do ne 
wrong, is the maxim of Democracy. 

I have looked a litde into Mr Forsyth’s report of December, 
1840, and “American Sce ery” and “Canadian Seenery” are 
there found to figure extensively [lis fondness for newspaper 
was alsoremarkable. Ihave a list of periodicals a 
persia my hand which he paid for out ot the contingent fund 
The number is twenty-four. A few iteras will show how the 
“Treasury pap” has gone for political newspapers with a view 
of sustaining parusan editors. It will also throw light on what 


1s Meant by “contingent expenses,’ “miscellaneous expense 








hewsta 








aud “incidental expenses,” of which more hereafter. There 1s 
charged “tive copies of the daily Globe, $50 “Twelve copic 

of Globe containing conyention with Mexico,” “one hundred 
copies of Globe containiag letter relating to census And then 


comes the climax in the way ot Globes. “Kighty-one dail 
Globes to publishers of laws from January 27 to August 22, 
1840, $164 13.” These are all charged to the Government un 
der the head of contingentexpensss. Itis probable that each 
of the printers of the laws took the Globe; if they did n 
they should have done so. But 1 was necessary to swell ihe 
patronage, already immenecly large, given by the Government 
tothe party organ. The Secret uy, therelore, not only 
dered five daily Globes for himself, but also ordered 38t 
for his pet printers, and charged them all to the Goverin 
Was this right?) Would he have managed his o 
this way. 

But it seems the Department was very unfortunate in losi 
papers off the files This item is also charged to the public 
purse: “Subscription to newspapers to complete tiles, $241.” 

I will only notice one other item out of many 
stands thus. “J Leigh, subscripuon to Tennes 
This paper lived and died inthe district [ha 1 
present; and some of my constituents may be suiprised to learn 
that it was deemed by the late Administration essential to the 
public interest that it should be sent to Washineton, and paid 
for out of the Treasury of the nation, Itis, weveriheless, cer 
tainly so. 

Now, sir, allow me to 1efer toa few other facts illustrative of 
the bold game that has been played off under the name of “in 
cidental expenses,” “contingent expenses,’ “miscellaneous 
expenses,” &c. In the report of expenses tor 1838, as an ex- 
ample, are the following items: The “current expenses of the 
Indian Department” are set down at $4,839 60. Under this 
stand the following items: “Miscellaneous objects’’ $4,093 27, 
‘miscellaneous and contingent charges’? $594,423 79! Now 
a ld these last sums together, and you have sent down to contin- 
gency the amount oi five hundred and ninety-eight thousand 
five hundred an | seventeen dollarsand six cents, growing out of 
a department the “current expenses”’ of which fall short of five 
thousand. 

It might in charity beinferred that this immense amount of 
oontingency had been used in removing Indiams, or some 
other important object; but this is rebutted by the fact that 
string of expenses, amounting to between two and three hun 
dred items, some of them very large, embracing every possible 
case that the mind can imagine, is set down and charged. T! 
astounding items, therefore, stand unexplained and unexp! 
able. 

Sir, T will give you another example. In the appropriation 
bill of 1838 the following is found, which is only an example 
taken from others of a similarkind. “Fur mai! depredations 
and special agents, twelve thousand dollars; for clerks f 
offices, one hundred and forty thousand dollurs; for misce. 
neous, forty thousand dollars.’ 

What do all these things mean? Here are “miscellaneou 
objects,” “miscellaneous and contingent charges,’ put down 
in all possible ways, until the Department, not wishing to put 
downtoo much of the same thing, charges the Government 
with forty thousand dollars’ worth of “miscellaneous!” Ifa 
plain man in the country had such a charge run at him, he 
woutd start as though a pocket pistol had been snapped at him. 

Observe the item for clerks. It is not told what clerks. No 
sir,no. This little itemof one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars is, Isuppose, for clerks manufactured in the manner 
already shown, without any authority of law. 

In 1838 the “contingent fund,’’ as it is called, amounted to 
one million eight hundred and forty thousand dollars. Now, 
sir, imagine the extent of corruption that might be produced 
by euch afund. Andis it wiseto give unbridled license to our 
public agents in the management of such vast amounts? Ought 
they not themselves to pray “uot to be led inte such ten 
tion?”? 

Add to this dangerous power claimed and exercised by the 
President and his Secretaries, of transterring apy att 
from one branch of the public service to another at discretion, 
and thereis in practice almost an unlimited control over the 
public treasure. Partisans may be rewarded, enemies punish- 
ed, and the whole country made to stand in awe of Executive 
discretion. 
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Is this right?’ Is it safeto the publie liberty? Ought such 
discretion to be entrusted to mortal hands? “Look abroad at 
the every day exposure of enormous frauds everywhere com 
mitted by those heretofore standing high in public favor and 
confidence, and then tell me if such frauds may not happen 
among the agents ofthe Government? Ali, sir, they have hap- 
pened. But the vortex of “contingent expenses” has awallow- 
edthemup. Ithas covered a multitude of sins; and could it 
now disgorze the secrets of its dark abyss it would adda hor 
rid catalague to the degeneracy of the times, 





If this discretion and these increasing irregularities in publi 
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